
A SELECTION OF EXPERTS WHO COULD ACT AS INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS  
 
There are many experts on the subject of disability and disability-related aspects in Sweden. 
The people in the list below have not been asked. For enquiries, please contact Sylvia 
Augustinsson at SI. For experts on a particular disability, see the next section.  
 
Human Rights 
For human rights issues in general:  
 

• Thomas Hammarberg has been active in efforts to strengthen the human rights of people 
with disabilities. He was appointed as the Council of Europe’s Commissioner for Human 
Rights in 2006 and 2012. 

• Elisabeth Abiri has served on the Delegation for Human Rights in Sweden. She has not 
focused specifically on disabilities but on practical work relating to human rights. 
 

• Anna Bruce can describe what the social model of disability is about. Her doctoral 
dissertation is entitled: ‘Which Entitlements and for Whom? The Convention on the Rights 
of Persons with Disabilities and its Ideological Antecedents.’ 
 

 
Sweden’s anti-discrimination work  
The Equality Ombudsman (DO), a government agency, has a number of speakers who are 
accustomed to speaking in European or international contexts:  
 

• Paul Lappalainen is skilled at defining possible areas for development. 
 

• Kerstin Jansson took part in the development of the UN Convention on Human Rights for 
People with Disabilities.  
 

• Sweden’s Anti-Discrimination Offices also deal with cases of discrimination, in addition to 
the Equality Ombudsman. There are 15 regional offices. They focus on practical 
discrimination issues and seek concrete solutions to individual discrimination cases.  
 

 
Swedish disability policy 
There are plenty of good experts on Sweden’s disability policy at the Swedish Agency for 
Participation, including Hans W Axelsson, Arvid Linden and Ola Balke. 
 

• Anders Printz is responsible for coordinating government efforts in the field of mental ill-
health. He has worked for a number of public bodies, including the National Board of Health 
and Welfare, and is well acquainted with the issues.  
 
 
Swedish research 
Research and education on the subject of disabilities is pursued at many higher education 
institutions in Sweden. The Swedish Network on Disability Research is a forum for 



multidisciplinary contacts and cooperation bringing together researchers and universities 
around Sweden. www.snhf.se  
 
 
Special fields 
  

• Mia Ahlgren is closely familiar with Swedish disability policy as a whole. She is also familiar 
with disability policy as it relates to the media, the user perspective in IT policy, and 
standardised accessibility. She is a regular participant in European conferences on these 
subjects.  
 

• Finn Petrén is familiar with issues concerning universal design and architecture. 
 

• Johanna Kristensson is a qualified speech therapist and can describe such aspects as apps 
for mobile devices that make everyday life easier and schools for persons with dyslexia, 
writing and reading difficulties, and impaired sight etc. 
 
 
Inclusive education and accessibility for all 
DATE is a project run by the Swedish Disability Federation. It is concerned with the provision 
of teaching materials for Years 4–6 focusing on efforts to promote inclusive education. The 
pupils are directly involved in the work of developing accessible activities and an accepting 
climate. Peter Westerdahl is the project manager and Karin Kjellberg a colleague.  
 
 
Sport and leisure activities 
in the field of sport for the disabled, a prominent figure is Thomas Runkvist, who is a judo 
coach for people with reduced mobility and intellectual disabilities . He has also contributed 
recommendations in connection with Paralympics. 
 

http://www.snhf.se/

