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This exhibition is a reflection on the 

hopes and attitudes of the over  

nineteen million Nigerians living with  

a disability.

Many of Nigeria’s disabled population 

are active and progressive members  

of society, with a minority of the dis

abled population earning their living  

by begging on major city streets. Several 

site exploitation and limited access to 

education and jobs as reasons they are 

on the streets. The Nigerian disability bill, 

when passed, will protect the rights of  

all persons living with disability. Among 

other things the legislation will make 

physical structures more accessible  

and condemn the act of using a person  

with disability for begging.

The fight for equality is continuous, as 

evident in the passing of the disability 

bill into law in Nigeria. Only two states  

in Nigeria, Lagos and Plateau, have so 

far passed the disability bill. Nigeria still 

has no federal law in place for persons 

living with disability.

In 1993, the Nigerians with disability 

decree was established by the military 

government. Under the decree, disabled 

persons have equal rights, privileges, 

obligations and opportunities. Addition

ally, free education is to be provided for 

the disabled across all levels.

In 2015, Nigeria was removed from 

the WHO polioendemic list. Polio has 

caused a huge number of disabilities 

in Nigeria, and the international fight 

against polio will reduce future dis

abilities caused by the virus. 

For people living with disability to enjoy 

full equality in society, we need to see 

more changes in the laws and attitudes 

of every society.

The exhibition AccessAbility is based 

on twentyeight personal stories of 

people in Nigeria and Sweden living 

with disabilities. It is an adaptation 

of the 2014 Swedish exhibition of the 

same title. The exhibition captures their 

dreams, hopes, joys, families, jobs  

and hobbies. 
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‘Life has been  
interesting and 
challenging in the 
same breath.’
Kanneng Rose Kwandi (right)

Rose is a 38-year-old graduate from  
Gallaudet University for deaf and hard  
of hearing students in Washington, D.C. 
and is currently a Special Education and 
Rehabilitation Sciences lecturer at the  
University of Jos in Nigeria. Rose is an 
optimist who loves to read and travel.  
She does not feel at all restricted by her 
disability. 

She lists Dr. Simon Guteng of Gallaudet 
University as her role model and says that 
she drew inspiration from his character.  
Dr. Guteng was instrumental in the pas-
sage of the disability bill in the Plateau state 
and has proved over time that a disability 
need not be a barrier to achievement. 

Rose dreams of a Nigeria where people 
view disabled citizens as equals, accept 
them and treat them with respect regard-
less of disability. She wants the government 
to pass the disability bill on federal level 
and also do more to educate the public  
on disability issues.

‘Disability is  
not a stumbling 
block.’
Opeolu Stephen Akinola  
(front cover)

Opeolu doesn’t have a nine-to-five job, 
but he is never idle. He is an ICT main-
tenance consultant and also teaches both 
blind and sighted on the use of computers. 
He is also a recording artist and music 
producer who owns his own studio. 

Opeolu is furthermore a writer and  
motivational speaker. He says he writes 
and speaks to inspire people to do well. 
He is also an advocate for the rights of 
persons with disabilities and presently  
the Chairperson of the Lagos state  
chapter of the Nigeria Association of  
the Blind (NAB). 

Opeolu became partially sighted at the 
age of six. His two sisters and a brother 
are also visually impaired, but he does not 
see disability as a stumbling block. Opeolu 
is married with three children and is an 
ardent player of chess and scrabble on  
the computer.
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Justin loves to  
communicate 
through pictures 
and expressions.
Justin Onyechesi (left)

Five-year-old Justin is the youngest mem-
ber of his family, and everyone focuses on 
him. He lives with his parents and three 
older siblings. He enjoys playing alone on 
the computer as much as he loves to be 
outside jumping on the trampoline and 
climbing the swings.

Autistic tendencies of Justin became notice-
able at the age of three. Autism does not 
prevent him from learning. He attends the 
Children Developmental Centre (CDC) 
which provides a range of services, key 
areas amongst which are rehabilitation 
therapy and learning.

Although Justin doesn’t speak, he commu-
nicates through pictures and expressions. 
He understands English and obeys simple 
instructions. He is fast in terms of move-
ment but has a short attention span if there 
are no activities that will keep him busy. 
He participates in several sensory activities 
and loves the hydro-therapy programme.

Justin has made lots of progress since he 
started at CDC. He will be joining a social 
inclusion unit next year, which is a main-
stream school that offers placement to 
children with special educational needs.

‘I love the theatre 
and shopping.’
Oko-Esene Dorothy Ejelmenre 
(next page)

Dorothy has the ability to warm your heart 
with happiness. That she enjoys social 
outings like going to malls and cinemas can 
readily be seen in her facial expression. 

She is a lovely girl of 16 with Down’s  
syndrome. She attends a Children Devel-
opmental Centre where she carries out 
simple instructions after a little prompting.  
She also enjoys to cuddle. 

She feels close to her care-givers at the  
centre and will cooperate better during 
activities there than she does at home. 

Dorothy loves her classmates; she is often 
the person that initiates play. She loves 
music and starts clapping her hands as 
soon as the music starts during the theatre 
and dance classes.
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‘I love  
martial arts.’
Rukevwe Ejoor (right)

Rukevwe is an 18-year-old with learning 
difficulty who is developing appropriate 
and valuable skills to be part of the work 
force and enjoy the same quality of life  
as everyone else. At the Children Devel-
opmental Centre, she takes part in a  
comprehensive learning programme on  
a daily basis. 

Rukevwe has developed very good recep-
tive language skills and responds excel-
lently to gestures, signs and pictures. 
These skills help her get along even better 
with people in society. 

She loves to watch sports, to tell stories,  
to play computer games and to travel. 
Some arithmetic exercises usually hold her 
attention for upwards of 30 minutes. 

Rukevwe lives with her parents and siblings 
and one of her hobbies consists of the  
martial art of Karate.

‘I am an optimist 
and I work for 
everyone to be 
equal.’
James Lalu (previous page)

An activist and executive committee  
member of the Rehabilitation Africa  
Network based in Uganda, James is also 
a former President of a community-based 
rehabilitation network with headquarters  
in Thailand. James has been active in 
engaging the government in the fight for 
disability rights for over ten years.

Thirty-seven-year-old James became deaf 
at age 19. Despite his hearing impairment, 
he has gone on to hold senior positions in 
government, and is currently studying for  
a PhD in Community-based Rehabilitation 
at the University of Jos.

A self-described optimist, James is mar ried 
to Elizabeth with whom he has two chil-
dren. He loves to run, surf the internet and 
develop ideas to improve the lives of all 
people living with a disability.   

James wants people living with a disability 
in Nigeria to be treated equally, and he 
holds Dutch disability consultant Huib 
Conielje as his role model. 
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Sixty years of age and a mother of four, 
Adedoyin is among other things a moti-
vational speaker who has been a source of 
inspiration for many women. She became 
deaf at the age of 19 after a brief illness. 
Adedoyin is a cheerful person who loves 
children, which is why she runs a centre  
for deaf children with both rehabilitation 
and educational components. Eight of  
the children live with her in her home. 

She is also founder of the Deaf Women 
Association of Nigeria (DWAN) which has 
branches nationwide. She has also been 
elected for a second term as chairperson 
of the Lagos chapter of the Joint National 
Association of Persons with Disabilities. 

Mama Deaf, as she is fondly called, loves 
music, dancing and partying, which was 
why when she lost her hearing, she initially 
gave up on life.  Her first child becoming 
deaf at the age of three made her dedicate 
her life to support him and other deaf  
children. As a result, today she is happy 
and fulfilled.

‘I have discovered 
happiness and  
fulfilment.’
David Obinna Anyaele (left)

In 1999, while serving the ECOMOG 
peace-keeping mission in Sierra Leone, 
David’s both arms were amputated by  
the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
rebels. David feels aggrieved for not being 
rehabilitated by the Nigerian government, 
and it has urged him to lead advocacy  
campaigns to promote the social and  
legal rights of persons with disabilities. 

He is the founder and Executive Director 
of the Centre for Citizens with Disabilities 
(CCD). CCD seeks to redefine society’s 
perception of the plight of persons with  
disabilities and to promote independent 
living, human rights and social inclusion  
of persons with disabilities. 

As someone very fond of children, David’s 
best moments are on Saturdays which  
he dedicates to being with his children  
and worshipping in church. This attitude,  
he said, he took after his own father.  
David is an active user of the computer, 
and also goes for drives on the busy streets 
of Lagos. He does not see his disability  
as a barrier; instead he has discovered  
happiness and fulfilment in the work  
he does.

‘Disability  
advocacy is  
my passion.’
Adedoyin Beyioku-Alase (next page)
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‘I feel like an integral 
part of society;  
how you perceive 
yourself is how  
society will accept 
you. If you present 
yourself in a positive 
light it is easier to  
be integrated into 
society.’
Omotunde Thompson (right)

Omotunde is a 54-year-old civil servant 
heading the disability desk at the Office of 
the Head of Civil Service of the Federation. 
Omotunde was not born with her disability 
but lost the use of her limbs at the age of five 
through polio and wrongly administered 
injections. 

She loves to read, and her life goals are  
to fight for the rights of the vulnerable  
population and to establish a home for  
the elderly. 

Omotunde is an advocate for human rights  
and lists Joni Tada as her role model.  
Joni broke her spine in a diving accident.  
A painter who paints with her mouth,  
Joni serves as an inspiration to Omotunde 
because she overcame all odds to become  
a success.

‘I want the Nigerian  
society to move 
beyond regarding 
blind citizens as  
recipients of charity 
and not contribu-
tors to the socio- 
economic and po-
litical advancement 
of the nation.’
Danlami Basharu (previous page)

Danlami runs a non-governmental organ-
isation called the Anglo-Nigerian Welfare 
Association for the Blind (ANWAB), which 
caters to educational and welfare interests of 
the visually impaired in Nigeria. ANWAB 
provide accessible materials, especially of 
an educational nature, in Braille for visually 
impaired students at all levels of education, 
and also computer training and rehabilitation. 

Danlami does not see his disability as a 
hindrance and feels that in the future, tech-
nology will play a role in helping society  
see the person before their disability. 

Married and a father of three, besides his 
family Danlami is the most proud of being 
a disability rights advocate. Between 2015 
and 2018 he serves as an expert member 
of the Committee on the Rights of Persons 
with Disabilities.
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‘I am going to  
become a top  
civil servant.’
James Golbe (next page)

James works as a carpenter and also as a 
second-grade teacher at the rehabilitation 
centre in Jos. He loves his jobs and is  
grateful for the opportunity to inspire  
and also make an impact in the lives of 
people with a disability. 

James loves to read motivational books  
and has been inspired by Nobel laureate 
Wole Soyinka and former Plateau state 
governor Jedi Gomwok. 

James is 50 years old and is paralysed  
from his knees from an aliment he had  
as a child.

He feels his disability has affected his  
ability to further his education and has 
also restricted his mobility freedom.  
James thanks God for his life and achieve-
ments, and aspires to become a permanent 
secretary in the Nigerian civil service 
system someday.

‘Impacting on  
people’s lives  
gives me the  
most pleasure.’
David Udoh Okon (left)

David has been working for 22 years as  
an employee of a top Nigerian bank. He 
feels happy and proud of what he has been 
able to achieve despite his visual impair-
ment. David acknowledges that it has not 
always been a smooth journey; he faced 
difficulties growing up and in the early 
days of his career because of his disability. 

David became blind at the age of four  
after a brief illness. He started his formal 
education at the age of nine and now holds 
a Master’s degree in Public Administration. 
He says nothing gives him more pleasure 
than having an impact on people’s lives. 
David’s life was positively impacted on 
when he was given a scholarship to study  
at university by an anonymous person.  
David had lost his father and without the 
scholarship would have found it difficult  
to earn his undergraduate degree. 

David’s wish is for a society where more 
efforts are made to accommodate the  
needs of visually impaired people. 

David is married and has three children.
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‘The disability bill 
will be a step in  
the right direction 
for integrating  
disabled people 
into society.’
Scholastica Kalama (previous page)

A 40-year-old native of Delta state in  
Nigeria, Scholastica was six when she 
became blind. She has a degree from the 
University of Jos in the English language. 
Having been married for two years, she 
cannot wait to start having kids. 

Scholastica trains other visually impaired 
people on how to use the computer and 
different software. 

She works at the National Centre for  
Women’s Development in Abuja, empow-
ering visually impaired people by providing 
them with practical skills. She also is part 
of the National Association for Persons 
with Disabilities and has been working  
to push for the passage of the Nigerian  
Disability Bill which she hopes will be 
passed within the next four years. 

Personally, Scholastica feels that growing 
up with her disability has been challenging 
but also very rewarding. She is particularly 
grateful to her friends who often make her 
forget that she is blind.

‘It is not about  
who people say 
you are but  
who you say  
you are.’
Mida Haruna Tsammani (right)

Mida is a 29-year-old lawyer who works  
for the Ministry of Justice in Nigeria.  
At age two Mida was involved in a domestic 
accident in which she lost the use of her  
left arm and partial use of her left leg. She 
still experiences seizures from time to time.

Mida loves to write, make new friends,  
take walks and go to clubs. She published 
the book Mirror of life in 2010. Mida names 
both her parents as role models and says 
that she grew up in a home filled with love. 

Mida hopes that the new Nigerian govern-
ment will pass the disability bill into law 
that she says will serve as the turning point 
for disability rights in Nigeria. 

She hopes that in the future she can inspire 
people to treat those with disability as 
equals and offer them the same opportu-
nities for growth and development as they 
would offer people without a disability.
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