


Woodland Sweden - 
Introduction
Sweden is synonymous with timber. From the air 
you can hardly see the towns for all the trees. Most 
of the timber goes to sawmills where it is sawn or 
planed into planks for the construction industry. 
This is an industry that previously built only on a 
small scale – the little red cottage is for Sweden 
what the skyscraper is for the US – but which today 
has its sights fixed on large constructions and mass 
production. Nowadays, according to the Swedish 
Wood Building Council, some ten to fifteen per cent 
of all new apartment blocks are built in wood. And 
the figure is increasing year by year.

From an ecological perspective this of course makes 
sense – timber is both a renewable and a recycla-
ble resource. But also from an architectural point of 
view judging by the large number of timber projects 
on architects’ drawing boards. 

The most original examples are to be found in 
small-scale projects – private houses and holiday 
cottages, modernist interpretations of traditional 
building techniques. But today even large-scale pro-
jects are breaking new ground. Vernacular archi-
tecture has been complemented by a more hi-tech 
approach and several local authorities are making 
their mark in wood. It is hardly surprising if richly 
forested districts choose to build most of their major 
structures in timber, but now the Swedish capital it-
self is joining the throng. By looking back Swedish 
architects are leading the way forward.

Photo to the left: Hamra, National Park
Architect: White Arkitekter 
Photographer: Henrik Lindvall 

Photo on right hand: Timber house, Roslagen
Architect: Gustav Appell Arkitekter 
Photographer: Åke E:son Lindman
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Into the woods
Nature occupies a special place in Swedish 
society. Our first national park opened in 1909, 
making Sweden the first nation in the world 
to dedicate an area of land solely to wildlife 
conservation. 

Swedish wooden architecture has a long and 
lasting relationship with nature. From the tree-
like pillars of the world-famous Woodland 
Chapel designed by Gunnar Asplund in 1920 
to the distinctive designs of “Naturum” visitor 
information centres where you can learn more 
about the local geology, flora, fauna and 
cultural heritage. Swedish wooden architecture 
playfully imitates nature and harmonises with 
the natural settings. 

With its varied topography Swedish nature is 
often challenging for architects. Among the 
wide diversity of wooden structures in Sweden 
there are many examples of architecture that 
has been skilfully integrated into the environ- 
ment and that complements the local 
landscape. Within the architectural flora you 
will find buildings that borrow elements from 
nature, spaces that mimic the landscape and 
structures that strikingly frame the natural 
scenery.

Naturum Laponia, visitor information centre
Architect: Wingårdhs

Photographer: Åke E:son Lindman 



Tellus, nursery school
Architect: Tham & Videgård

Photographer: Åke E:son Lindman 
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Everyday wood
Everyday buildings have almost always been 
made of wood in Sweden where Swedish 
architecture and timber go hand in hand. The 
Swedish notion that beautiful everyday objects 
should be within everyone’s reach, makes wood 
an ideal material being both readily available 
and not too expensive. To create a tactile 
and inviting environment wood is used both 
indoors and outdoors, it can be found both in 
the playgrounds and on the facades of many 
schools and daycare centres. 

Everyday wood is a material that is nice to 
have close to the skin, that is pleasant to hold 
and touch and that is durable enough to be 
used on a daily basis. The wooden architecture 
of playgrounds, parks and daycare centres 
cries out to be climbed and played on and 
wooden homes offer relaxing places to rest in. 
Everyday wood consists of everyday objects 
that age beautifully. It can be playful, light and 
temporary as well as robust and enduring.
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Public spaces  
in wood
Wooden constructions lend themselves to 
the creation of large open spaces with 
uninterrupted floor areas. Large expanses can 
be spanned with wooden beams or glulam 
elements, in generous spaces where the 
underlying construction is often visible. Public 
buildings are frequently made out of wood to 
create spaces that vibrate with life, giving them 
tactile qualities and excellent acoustics. 

Public spaces in wood, both intimate rooms and 
magnificent arenas, often have a clear feel for 
materials and honestly presented constructions. 
In these environments you gain a true sense 
of typical Scandinavian style with the ageing 
wood and the detailing evoking memories of 
forests and clearings – the places where we 
played as children. Imagine a chapel as a tree 
house where the light filters through the walls 
or a lecture hall resembling an enchanted pine-
scented clearing in the middle of a forest. 

Aula Medica
Architect: Wingårdhs

Photographer: Åke E:son Lindman 
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Purely wood
Before nails and screws, buildings were 
constructed using the dovetail technique, where 
the wood was held together with various 
kinds of ingenious joinery. Such professional 
know-how lives on and drives the creation 
and development of new all-wood products. 
Today’s architects evaluate these old designs 
and reinterpret them into modern architectural 
prototypes.

Swedish architecture exhibits intriguing 
examples of houses and objects of all scales 
made purely of wood. The wood industry is 
actively engaged in developing solid wood 
architecture and a Nordic research project has 
resulted in approved solutions for apartment 
blocks that meet fire safety standards. Using 
prefabricated glulam elements, daintily 
proportioned beams are built that can span 
large widths, facilitating more liberal floor plan 
solutions.

Villa N1
Architect: Jonas Lindvall

Photographer: Åke E:son Lindman 
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Taking  
tradition further
Timber has been a traditional building material 
in Sweden since the Vikings built their shelters. 
Wood has been used for all types of buildings 
– from the simplest hunting lodge in the middle 
of the forest, to tall churches in village centres 
and large lakeside castles. Their size and di-
mensions have changed with the development 
of building skills and tools, as have the different 
styles and expressions of the various buildings 
over time. One thing they all have in common, 
however, is a solid craftsmanship developed 
over generations. 

Today, many architects are taking on board the 
old traditions and developing them into new 
designs. The younger generation has a lot to 
learn from the know-how evident in ancient 
dwellings regarding both construction methods 
and sustainable lifestyles. Our new techniques 
enable us to develop these old skills and inte-
grate them into a forward-looking sustainable 
society and the result is a playful variation on 
classic Swedish houses and building traditions. 

Härbret, summerhouse
Architect: General Architecture

Photographer: Åke E:son Lindman 
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Wooden modules
The first kit houses in Sweden appeared in the 
first half of the 19th century. These were easy to 
assemble and light to transport. Swedes have 
been experimenting with modular housing ever 
since. Producing a prefabricated house in a dry 
and well-lit factory is the best way to guarantee 
quality and ensure greater construction safety. 

Buildings based on rational modules both 
large and small in scale are now being put 
up all over the country at considerable speed. 
Catalogue houses, a chapter of their own in the 
history of Swedish wood – represent an area 
in which we are currently seeing new advances 
and fresh innovation. Leading architects are 
now engaged in creating turnkey, prefabricated 
homes of the highest architectural quality. 
 

Ängnäs glänta, terraced houses
Architect: Joliark

Photographer: Åke E:son Lindman 
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Wooden gems
Wood can be shaped in various ways and be 
perceived as heavy, coarse, hewed or solid. It 
can be dovetailed and notched together. But 
it can also have a fine, fragile, delicate, light 
and precise appearance. It can be curved, 
planed, turned and woven into delicate shapes, 
detailing and exquisite patterns. Nordic wood 
and techniques played an important role within 
the famous Swedish Grace style that emerged 
in the 1920s and was exported all over the 
world 

Many contemporary objects and building 
details reveal similar aesthetic and tactile 
characteristics and spatial qualities that 
are marked by a sense of exclusivity and 
craftsmanship.

Unna chair
Designer: Monica Förster

Photographer: Amir Zrno/Zanat 
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The future  
is wooden
Many Swedish architectural firms are now 
being commissioned to design wooden 
apartment blocks by clients who believe 
wood reduces environmental impact, shortens 
construction times and cuts costs. Architects 
are responding to this challenge by designing 
rich urban sites where the playful quality of 
wood plays a key role in creating environments 
that are synonymous with everyday life. With 
wood you can build tall and rational housing 
in a more environment-friendly way than other 
construction methods allow, while the building 
material itself gives the structure a human scale. 

In towns and cities, wood is excellent for use in 
extensions and new projects on complex sites. 
Urban development of today waits for no man 
– a bridge, an extension or a new building can 
be prefabricated and rapidly lifted into place 
without the need for long-term construction sites 
that disturb local infrastructure and the day-to-
day routines of city life.

Strandparken, apartment block
Architect: Wingårdhs

Photographer: Petra Bindel 
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