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Swedish Government initiatives  
on increased wood construction

Round table discussion on 
increased wood construction

In December 2016 the Mi-
nistry of Enterprise and Inno-
vation held a round table discus-
sion on wood construction with 
stakeholders from the wood 
construction industry, building 
companies, authorities and mu-
nicipalities. The aim of the dis-
cussion was to identify obstacles 
and bottlenecks for an increased 
wood construction. The impor-
tance of considering environme-
ntal impact through a life-cycle 
perspective was raised and the 
need for dissemination and 
knowledge and increased rese-
arch and development. A wor-
king-group for wood construc-
tion has been formed in the 
government’s strategic program-
me for circular and bio-based 
economy. 

Trästad Sverige
The government has suppor-
ted the initiative Trästad Sverige, 
which aims to increase interest 
and knowledge of wooden buil-
dings in municipalities and other 
actors. Trästad Sverige is funded 
with 2 million SEK per year in 
three years.



Nordic initiative for increased 
wood construction

As part of Sweden’s chairmans-
hip of the Nordic Council of 
Ministers in 2018, a common 
Nordic initiative to increa-
se Nordic cooperation in wood 
construction is planned. The aim 
will be to enhance the develop-
ment of Nordic wood construc-
tion and facilitate cooperation 
beyond country borders.

Boverket – Investigate  
measures for increased  
sustainable construction
Boverket has the task of investi-
gating and, if appropriate, pro-
posing measures to enhance sus-
tainable construction and using 
of sustainable materials in order 
to reduce the climate impact of 
the building sector.

Boverket – Method and rules 
for climate impact of  
buildings

In September 2017, the govern-
ment decided to instruct the Bo-
verket, within the framework of 
ongoing investigation to analyse 
measures for increased sustaina-
ble construction (above), to in-
vestigate and propose method 
and rules for calculating the cli-
mate impact of buildings, taking 
into account a life-cycle perspec-
tive. The assignment is to be re-
ported by the January 15 2018.

The Committee for modern 
building codes

In February 2017 the govern-
ment appointed a special com-
mittee to review the national 
building code. The committee 
shall also investigate changes 
in the building code and other 
measures in order to reduce the 
environmental impact of buil-
dings. This part of the invest-

tion will be reported in Novem-
ber 2018.

Center for Sustainable 
Construction
Boverket has recently finished 
its procurement of responsible 
actors for the Centre for sustai-
nable construction.  The Cen-
tre will focus on energy-efficient 
renovation and energy-efficient 
construction, using sustainable 
materials. 

Support for innovative and 
sustainable housing
In the budget proposal for 2018, 
the government has propo-
sed state funded programme 
for innovative and sustainable 
housing construction to pro-
mote sustainable construction 
with reduced climate impact. 
From a climate and environ-
mental perspective it is impor-
tant to build correctly from the 
start and with sustainable mate-
rials. The support covers a total 
of SEK 75 million in 2018 and 
then SEK 100 million per year 
between 2019 - 2021. The aim is 
to increase the development and 
application of innovative and 
sustainable solutions in housing 
construction.

Life cycle analysis of different 
constructions
In June, the government decided 
to co-finance an ongoing project 
led by the Swedish Construc-
tion Industries (together with a 
wide range of industry actors). 
The project will include conduct 
life-cycle analyses of five diffe-
rent constructions solutions of 
a model-house (including con-
crete and wood). The aim is to 
increase knowledge and data on 
the climate impact of buildings 
from a life-cycle perspective. 
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