
 

Using images to encourage discussion in Focus groups 

 

Introduction 

As part of the focus groups format, showing images and encouraging participants to discuss around these 

images can be a good way to open up the discussion. 

SI has assembled a general collection of images that can be used as a basis for such a discussion. However, 

we encourage each embassy to edit this collection to suit the specific needs of the focus group in question. 

For instance, a discussion on gender equality may necessitate more images showing examples of a gender 

equal society, and also, a different questionnaire. 

How to use the images 

The images can be used in two different ways. Either they can be shown as a slide-show on screen, or they 

can be printed out in a number of sets and distributed among participants. In the second case, investing in 

color prints may be advisable. 

Format for discussion 

Set aside 20-30 minutes of the focus group for this exercise; according to the following steps: 

- Present the exercise to participants 

- Distribute or show the images 

- Ask each participant to choose 

o One or two images they find typical of their image of Sweden 

o One or two images that they think represent a positive idea that they associate with Sweden 

o One or two images that they think represent a negative idea that they associate with Sweden 

o One or two images that they think are not typical of Sweden 

- Ask participants to share their reflections in turn about which images they have chosen and why 

- Ask participants to discuss amongst themselves to find both topics of agreement and disagreement 

Documentation 

The embassy should make note of the images chosen, the reasons why they were chosen, and the main topics 

of conversation during the discussion. 

 

The images for the focus group discussions can be found here:  

http://imagebank.sweden.se/my-selections/17kerlc75d 

http://imagebank.sweden.se/my-selections/17kerlc75d

