
Raoul Wallenberg saved thousands of Jews from the Nazi 
death machine. He is a source of inspiration to us, even if 
we cannot all be heroes like him. We can however become 
more aware of the moral choices we face in life. 

Wallenberg’s example raises questions about moral cour
age and individual responsibility. About acting instead 
of just standing by in the face of evil and oppression. 
About helping and protecting the persecuted. These are 
vital moral choices, and experience shows that resistance 
makes oppressors hesitate. 

In the exhibition we are reminded of moral issues in our 
own lives and our own time. We are also reminded of the 
temptation to close our eyes and hope that someone else 
will intervene, even though we know and have seen what 
can happen to the victims of persecution. 

PERSONAL
 

RESPONSIBILITY

WHAT IS MORAL COURAGE TO YOU?
DO YOU NEED TO BE BRAVE, STRONG OR INDEPENDENT?

WHAT IS TOLERANCE TO YOU?
DO YOU NEED TO LOVE, ACCEPT OR EMBRACE EVERYONE?

WHAT IS PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY TO YOU?
DO YOU NEED TO BE INDIVIDUALISTIC, MORALLY AWARE OR GROWN UP?

Raoul Wallenberg 
To me there’s no other choice 



The Swedish Institute (SI) is a pub lic agency that pro
motes interest and confidence in Sweden around the 
world. SI seeks to establish co op eration and lasting 
 relations with other countries through stra tegic commu
nication and ex change in the fields of culture, edu cation, 
science and business. 

Raoul Wallenberg 
To me there’s no other choice 

Raoul Wallenberg is one of the most famous and admired 
Swedes in the world. Working from the Swedish legation in 
Budapest, he led a daring operation to rescue countless Jews 
from the Holocaust in the closing stages of World War ll.

In Budapest, Raoul set up a special ´humanitarian´ section at 
the Swedish legation with the specific task of rescuing Hunga
rian Jews. By issuing Swedish protective passports in large 
quantities, and by renting buildings, ‘Swedish houses’, where 
Jews could seek shelter, he helped them escape the German 
and Hungarian Nazis. Armed only with his bravery and moral 
courage, Raoul Wallenberg saved tens of thousands of Jews 
from the Holocaust.

The rollup exhibition ‘Raoul Wallenberg – To me there´s no 
other choice’ describes the Swedish diplomat´s deeds and his 
ultimate disappearance. It forms a platform for dialogue on is
sues concerning tolerance, democracy and personal courage. 
The contents were produced for a Wallenberg exhibition that 
toured the world in 2012, the centenary of Raoul´s birth. The 
tour was organised by the Swedish Institute on behalf of the 
Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs and in collaboration with 
the Living History Forum.    
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