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from different countries and backgrounds, all
having in common that they fight for human rights
and women’s rights, be that by defending the
rights of rape victims or vulnerable families in
refugee camps, fighting for women having a place
at peace negotiations, or taking on misogyny
and harassment on the internet. Many of these
15 portraits were taken during the Stockholm
Forum on Gender Equality.
As the three-year-old and others in the postoperations ward struggle for their survival, human
rights defenders out there are fighting their corner,
collecting information to be able to bring the perpetrators to justice, providing assistance, doing
advocacy work to end the violence or change
legislation. They are often the last recourse for
victims who do not have the strength or resources
to claim their rights or pursue justice.
Whereas some are supported, others do their
work at great risk and under cover. In a number
of countries, human rights defenders and journalists are subject to arbitrary detentions, kidnappings, disappearances, physical aggressions,
judicial harassments, death threats and intimidations. Some have paid the ultimate price for
their commitment. This exhibition is a tribute
to all those defending human rights and those
fighting for a gender equal world.
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My visit to this hospital was the trigger of a project,
which I have now worked on for several years and
which will keep me busy for a long time to come:
human rights in general and women’s rights in
particular. My focus is not on victims of abuse and
discrimination, but on those dedicated to bring
about change. I portray individuals who defend the
rights of others, generously dedicating their lives
to create a better, safer and more gender-equal
society, often during the most difficult of circumstances. I hope that these extraordinary and courageous people will inspire others to do the same.
Many human rights defenders specialise in the
rights of women, children, ethnic groups or minorities, in political rights, freedom of association, of
speech and of the press, in sexual and reproductive rights, or in the right to health and education,
to mention but a few examples. Others work across
the whole spectrum of human rights. In this special
edition of this project, you will meet individuals
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‘ It is early morning and I am walking through
the post-operations ward of a hospital in
a country suffering from conflicts since many
years. A patient cries softly. She is a survivor
of sexual violence and has just undergone
reparative gynaecological surgery. She is
three years old. It is heartbreaking. She is one
of thousands of women and girls who have
been victims of gross human rights violations
across the globe.’
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A tribute to those fighting
for women’s rights
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