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THE SOLUTION LIES IN 
GROWING WHILE LEAVING 
LESS OF A MARK. NO-ONE 
SAID IT WOULD BE EASY.’

THE GOOD NEWS is that greenhouse gas 
emissions within Sweden’s borders have 
decreased by 20 per cent since the 1990s 
while the economy has grown. Sweden is one 
of the few countries to have managed this. 

The downside is that these numbers 
exclude emissions generated by Sweden’s 
consumption of imported goods. These 
emissions are higher than its domestic ones. 

Sweden is a member of the Friends of  
Fossil Fuel Subsidy Reform Group which 

seeks to eliminate subsidies of fossil fuels; 
so far, however, Sweden is lagging in  
its commitment to phase out its own  
support by 2020. 

Sweden contributes to sustainable produc-
tion and consumption by supporting a 
series of collaborations with a wide range 
of international actors. Development 
cooperation can, among other things, 
promote a sustainable business climate  
and encourage responsible action by 
companies internationally.
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SWEDEN SETS OUT TO DO A 
METAPHORICAL POLE VAULT OVER 
AND ABOVE INTERNATIONAL 
CLIMATE DEMANDS. LET’S HOPE 
WE CAN RAISE THE GLOBAL BAR!’

SWEDEN IS ONE of the global sustainability 
leaders, eager to ratify global deals such as 
the Paris Agreement and even surpass their 
demands. Sweden sees climate change as 
one of humanity’s greatest challenges, where 
time is short for reversing global trends.
Sweden has proved that decoupling 
economic growth and greenhouse gas 
emissions is possible: achieving a rising 
economy paired with falling emission  
levels. There has, however, been an  
increase in emissions caused by Swedish 

consumption but occurring in other countries. 
So domestic challenges remain, but Sweden’s 
dedication to improving matters hopefully 
inspires hope. 

The real challenge lies in finding methods 
for strongly, effectively and quickly reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions worldwide, and  
in solving climate adaptation issues to ensure 
better management of natural disasters. 
We’re ready for the challenge!

‘
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WHEN IT COMES TO  
MARINE PROTECTION,  
WE’RE ALL IN THE  
SAME BOAT.’

A NATION WITH a long coastline and a 
multitude of rivers and lakes, Sweden takes 
marine protection seriously, but is so far 
falling short of certain targets, such as 
protecting 10 per cent of its coastal and  
sea areas; at present, only 8.2 per cent  
are under protection. Admittedly, Sweden 
needs to dive deeper and take a closer  
look at its waters. 

An excess of nutrients, the presence of 
hazardous substances and weak fish stocks 
remain serious challenges. The world’s 
oceans interconnect, further emphasising  

the importance of global collaboration.  
In 2017, together with Fiji, Sweden  
initiated the major UN Ocean Conference  
in New York. Sweden has also increased  
its overall engagement in other global  
ocean protection schemes. 

In addition to EU fishing regulation, there 
are initiatives under way to limit fishing in 
areas that Sweden itself governs. These 
measures can be effective in strengthening 
fish stocks and having positive effects on 
other ecosystem functions and services.
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SUSTAINABLE WOODLAND, 
BUT BIODIVERSITY IS  
AT RISK.’

SWEDEN’S TOTAL LAND area is 69 per cent 
woodland and has been stable at this level 
since at least 1990 as a result of reforestation, 
forest management and regeneration felling.
But further work is needed to ensure 
biodiversity, counteract climate change and 
stimulate increased growth and employment.  
About 32 per cent of biodiversity in important 
land and freshwater areas, and 12.5 per cent 
in mountain areas, fall under protected areas 
in Sweden. More is needed.

Sweden is a party to the Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources and to the Nagoya 
Protocol, which both aim to promote  
access to, and the reasonable and  
equitable sharing of, the benefits arising  
from the use of genetic resources. 

Globally, Sweden also contributes by 
supporting low and middle-income 
countries’ accession to and implemen-
tation of commitments under international 
environmental and climate conventions. 

‘
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SWEDEN HAS NOT BEEN AT WAR  
SINCE 1814, HAS AN IMPRESSIVE  
JUSTICE SYSTEM AND TRANSPARENT 
INSTITUTIONS, YET 19 PER CENT OF  
THE POPULATION FEEL UNSAFE AT NIGHT.’

NO COUNTRY CAN CLAIM to have fully 
completed the task of reducing violence 
in society be-tween individuals, between 
social groups, and between states. As a 
generally peaceful society, however, Sweden 
fulfils several targets, including providing 
accountable institutions, ensuring public 
access to infor-mation, and protecting 
fundamental liberties.

Remaining national challenges include 
reducing people’s exposure to threats  
and violence. While many may feel unsafe 

at times, experiences of fear differ between 
groups. For example, 12 per cent of women 
completely refrain from going out late in the 
evening, compared with 2 per cent of men. 

Sweden also looks abroad, and its foreign 
policy is permeated by the defence and 
protection of human rights, democracy  
and the principles of the rule of law. Mean-
while, the country makes great efforts 
internationally to combat money laundering 
and terrorist financing, and also to prevent 
human trafficking.

‘
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IF SWEDEN WERE TO BRAG,  
IT WOULD PROBABLY BE ABOUT 
GLOBAL PARTNERSHIPS.’

LOOKING AT A MAP, Sweden is located 
on a northern peninsula off the mainland 
of Europe. Rather than standing on the 
sidelines, however, Sweden has always  
taken a huge interest in international 
cooperation, actively concerned itself 
with global issues and displayed a strong 
curiosity about the outside world.  
Sweden stands firmly behind financial 
support to developing countries, the transfer 
of environmentally friendly technologies 
globally and the promotion of trade and 
increased macroeconomic stability. 

Sweden actively supports partnerships that 
mobilise financial resources and provide 
access to technology. In addition, Sweden 
contributes to moves aimed at increasing  
the exports of the least developed countries.  

Sweden has also initiated the international 
Global Deal, an agreement between states, 
employers and trade unions designed to 
achieve efficient labour market relations in 
order to reduce inequality and bring about 
inclusive economic development to the 
benefit of workers, companies and societies.

‘

Image Per Pixel Petersson/imagebank.sweden.se

17  PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS

17  PARTNERSHIPS FOR THE GOALS

Agenda_2030_700x1400mm_Large (träd).indd   19 2018-10-31   15:08



THE SWEDISH GOVERNMENT has launched five  
innovation partnership programmes based on Swedish 
strengths to help meet a range of challenges in society.  
 
Through collaboration between public actors, business  
and academia, new solutions will strengthen competitive-
ness, contribute to sustainable development and create 
more jobs.  
 
These programmes, which involve new ways of travel-
ling, living and doing business, focus on the following: 
travel and transport; smart cities; circular and bio-based 
economy; life sciences; and industry and new materials. 

The partnership programmes are designed to help Sweden 
strengthen its position in pursuit of the sustainable devel-
opment goals under the 2030 Agenda.

SIGNS THAT SWEDEN IS ON THE RIGHT PATH  

#1 The UN Sustainable Goals Index (2017)

#4 Forbes’ Best Countries for Business (2018)
 
#9 World Bank Ease of Doing Business (2017)
 
#1–10 World Economic Forum, consistently  
      most competitive economies (#7 in 2017) 

#1 The Innovation Union Scoreboard  
      (consistently 2007–2017)
 
#2 Global Innovation Index (2017)
 
#2 Bloomberg Innovation Index (2018)
 
#7 Global Creativity Index (2015)
 
#3 Global Cleantech Innovation Index (2017) 
 
#1 Country Sustainability Ranking (2017) 
 
#4 Transparency International’s annual  
      Corruption Perceptions Index (2016) 

#3 World Economic Forum’s Network  
      Readiness Index (2016) 

#11 United Nations’ ICT development index (2017)
 
#6 Good Country Index (2015)
 
#14 UN Human Development Index (2016)

COUNTRY SUSTAINABILITY 
RANKING

2017

FORBES’ BEST COUNTRIES  
FOR BUSINESS  

2018

#1

#4

GLOBAL CREATIVITY INDEX  
2015

#7

ACCEPTING 
THE CHALLENGE   
SWEDEN AND  
THE 2030 AGENDA 

20 start-ups per 1,000 employees nationwide  

93% of businesses and homes have access to  
broadband via 4G

3.2% GDP growth rate in 2016

45% of Sweden’s GDP derives from exports

3.3% of Sweden’s GDP goes towards R&D – one  
of the highest rates in the world

22% corporate tax rate

300–900 new cleantech companies are launched  
in Sweden every year and the sector currently  
comprises several thousand enterprises with a  
combined annual turnover of SEK 220 billion

23 of Forbes’ 2000 leading companies’ head- 
quarters are located in Stockholm, making Sweden’s 
capital the centre of the Nordic economy

THE UN SUSTAINABLE 
GOALS INDEX 

2017

#1

GLOBAL INNOVATION  
INDEX  
2017

THE INNOVATION UNION 
SCOREBOARD  

Consistently  
2007–2017

#2

#1
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