
WE HAVE CLEAN WATER,  
AND WANT THE SAME FOR 
THE REST OF THE WORLD.’ 

IN SWEDEN, ACCESS to clean water and 
sanitation is not really an issue of concern. 
Besides people having excellent access,  
the withdrawal of freshwater as a proportion 
of available renewable water resources is 
a low 1.4 per cent compared to the global 
threshold for excessive withdrawal, which  
is set at 20 per cent. 

Still, there is a need to increase the protection 
of groundwater resources. Efforts are 
required, for example, to reduce pollution 
due to chemicals, medicines and nutrients. 

Internationally, Sweden contributes to  
efforts to improve access to clean water, 
sanitation and hygiene, especially for  
women and children. Sweden also helps  
to protect the world’s natural wetlands  
and aquatic environments. In 2015, 
development cooperation to water  
and sanitation interventions amounted  
to approximately SEK 790 million  
(EUR 80 million).
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HEAVY SPENDERS,  
LOW POLLUTERS.’

MAINLY AS A RESULT of its cold winters, 

Sweden is a high energy spender. But high 

energy use doesn’t necessarily mean high 

emissions. Renewables are the thing of  

the future. 

Few countries consume more energy per 

capita than Sweden, yet Swedish carbon 

emissions are low compared with those of 

other countries. Thanks in part to innovative 

technology and a wealth of natural assets, 

Sweden stands on the front line as the world 

embarks on a shift to more sustainable 

energy systems. 

With 54 per cent of energy coming from 

renewable sources, Sweden had in 2015  

by far the highest share among EU member 

states. But this is not enough, and by 2040 

the plan is for electricity generation to 

consist entirely of renewable energy. Also, 

by 2020 energy efficiency is to be increased 

by 20 per cent compared with the 2008 level. 

As elsewhere, the transport sector represents 

Sweden’s foremost challenge. There needs 

to be a faster introduction of electric vehicles, 

greater use of biofuels and planning that 

makes transport more effective.
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DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC 
GROWTH, CHECK! NOW IT’S 
HIGH TIME TO INCLUDE 
EVERYONE AND ELIMINATE 
PAY GAPS.’
LOOKING AT MOST indicators, Sweden 
deserves its good reputation when it comes 
to labour rights. Full employment and decent 
working conditions have been prioritised by 
Sweden for a very long time. Still, several 
challenges remain, including differences  
in pay between women and men. 

Certain groups find it harder than others to 
establish themselves on the labour market, 
primarily people with a disability, newly 

arrived immigrants, and some of the older 
and younger sections of the population. 

Thanks in part to steady economic growth  
in recent years, Sweden is in a good position 
to meet these and other challenges, both 
domestic and international. As long as  
the country’s material footprint continues  
to grow, however, and work-related 
inequalities remain, government efforts  
need to be intensified.
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WE NEED INDUSTRY... 
TO BE SMART.’

SWEDEN IS A LARGE country with a small 
population, necessitating the creation 
of a strong infrastructure and reliable 
transportation systems. Sweden has an 
extensive road and rail network, but also 
uses its waterways for transportation. 

Greenhouse gas emissions from domestic 
transport constitute about a third of total 
emissions in the country. Sweden’s goal is  
to have a fossil-fuel free transportation 
system by the year 2030, and for that 
additional measures will be needed. 

It is dependent on its industry to maintain  
a high standard of living. The manufacturing 

industry makes up about 15 per cent of  
GDP and directly or indirectly employs  
one million Swedes.

The government has recently presented  
a strategy – Smart Industry – to help make 
Sweden’s industrial production more digitally 
connected, flexible, resource efficient and 
climate friendly. 

Besides investing three per cent of GDP in 
its own R&D, Sweden also supports capacity 
building for higher education and research  
in low-income countries.
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EVEN IN SWEDEN, THE  
RICH GET RICHER WHILE  
THE POOR GET POORER –  
THE OPPOSITE OF  
SWEDEN’S AIM.’
WHILE THE DISPOSABLE income of house-
holds in Sweden has increased over many 
years, economic gaps between different 
groups in society have increased. Among 
people with disabilities, 28 per cent lack a 
cash margin for unforeseen expenses, and 
35 per cent live in relative poverty. 

Sweden needs to reduce inequalities, not  
only financially but also in areas such as 
health, work and housing. A new national 
authority is being set up to counteract 
segregation.

Sweden also stands up for reduced 
inequalities abroad and between countries. 
While low and middle-income countries have 
a growing role in the global economy, this is 
not reflected in their level of influence. 

Sweden’s international assistance focuses 
not only on people’s lack of material assets, 
but also on their lack of power and influence 
over their own situation.
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URBAN GROWTH  
REQUIRES  
REVOLUTIONARY  
SOLUTIONS.’

EIGHTY-FIVE PER CENT of Sweden’s 

population live in urban areas. To alleviate 

problems associated with urbanisation,  

which is on the rise, solutions are needed  

for smarter and more sustainable urban  

living. Several Swedish neighbourhoods 

and cities have introduced innovative 

sustainability solutions that have attracted 

international attention.

Virtually all homes in Sweden have functioning 

water, sewage and heating, with lit streets and 

efficient waste management systems.  

Of household waste, 49 per cent goes to 

energy recovery, 35 per cent to material 

recycling, just over 15 per cent to biological 

recycling and less than 1 per cent to landfill. 

Air quality poses a major challenge, causing 

several thousands of premature deaths per 

year. Another challenge, although Sweden 

does very well in international comparison, 

concerns accessibility. In Sweden, inadequate 

accessibility can be a form of discrimination.

Sweden tries to alleviate the challenges that 

cities in low and middle-income countries 

face, such as problems regarding health, 

environment, inequality, poverty and security.
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THE SOLUTION LIES IN 
GROWING WHILE LEAVING 
LESS OF A MARK. NO-ONE 
SAID IT WOULD BE EASY.’

THE GOOD NEWS is that greenhouse gas 
emissions within Sweden’s borders have 
decreased by 20 per cent since the 1990s 
while the economy has grown. Sweden is one 
of the few countries to have managed this. 

The downside is that these numbers 
exclude emissions generated by Sweden’s 
consumption of imported goods. These 
emissions are higher than its domestic ones. 

Sweden is a member of the Friends of  
Fossil Fuel Subsidy Reform Group which 

seeks to eliminate subsidies of fossil fuels; 
so far, however, Sweden is lagging in  
its commitment to phase out its own  
support by 2020. 

Sweden contributes to sustainable produc-
tion and consumption by supporting a 
series of collaborations with a wide range 
of international actors. Development 
cooperation can, among other things, 
promote a sustainable business climate  
and encourage responsible action by 
companies internationally.
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