13 CLIMATE ACT ION

‘SWEDEN SETS OUT TO DO A
METAPHORICAL POLE VAULT OVER
AND ABOVE INTERNATIONAL
CLIMATE DEMANDS. LET’S HOPE
WE CAN RAISE THE GLOBAL BAR!’
SWEDEN IS ONE of the global sustainability
leaders, a nation eager to ratify global deals
such as the Paris Agreement and surpass
their demands. Sweden sees climate change
as one of humanity’s greatest challenges,
where time is short for turning global
developments around.
Sweden has proved that that a growing
economy paired with falling GHG emission
levels is possible. Sweden has reduced
dependency on fossil fuels without slowing
the economy. This is attributed to innovation,
entrepreneurship, civic engagement and
political leadership and legislation.

However, problematically, there has been an
increase in consumption-based emissions,
which occur in other countries as a result
of Swedish consumption. So domestic
challenges remain, but Sweden’s dedication
to the matter inspires hope.
Sweden wholeheartedly supports the 2015
Paris Agreement and the goal of keeping
global warming below two degrees.
Sweden’s GHG emissions decreased by
25 per cent from 1990 to 2015. Changes
related to home heating, industrial production
and waste landfills have been the principal
contributors to this development.
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UN’S GOAL OF combating climate change
includes targets for the adaptation of
societies to ensure better management
of natural disasters; rather than emissions
reduction, it focuses on the impacts of a
changing climate, which are much harder
to measure.
Sweden faces several challenges in terms of
how these goals and associated targets are
to be achieved. Ways of strongly, effectively
and rapidly helping to reduce GHG emissions
need to be found both in Sweden and in
other parts of the world.
In 2017, the Swedish government introduced
a climate policy framework aiming for zero

net emissions of GHGs by 2045. The framework includes local support for climate
investments, and has helped implement
over 480 emission-reducing measures in
different parts of Sweden.
Internationally, Sweden has been proactive
in contributing to emissions reduction and
climate adaptation in developing countries
and the rest of the world. Its financial
commitment to international work in this
field is substantial. For example, Sweden
is providing SEK 4 billion in support to the
Green Climate Fund in 2015–2018, which
is the biggest per capita contribution of all
donor countries.
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