
WHEN IT COMES TO MARINE 
PROTECTION, WE’RE ALL IN  
THE SAME BOAT.’

A NATION WITH a long coast-line and a 
multitude of rivers and lakes, not to mention  
a dedication to global sustainability, Sweden 
takes marine protection seriously. However, 
so far the country has not managed to reach 
certain targets such as protecting 10 per cent 
of its coastal and sea areas; at present only  
8.2 per cent are under protection. 

Eutrophication, hazardous substances and 
weak fish stocks remain serious challenges 
for Sweden. The world’s oceans interconnect, 
further emphasising the importance of 
global collaboration. In 2017, together with 
Fiji, Sweden initiated the major UN Ocean 

Conference in New York. Sweden has 
increased its engagement in other global 
ocean protection schemes and has approved 
the Convention on the Sea.

Sweden also recently contributed SEK 150 
million to help strengthen other international 
initiatives such as sustainable fisheries, 
sustainable management of protected areas, 
and reduced marine littering. In addition, it 
contributes to the Pacific-European Union 
Marine Partnership, which supports improved 
sustainable management and development of 
fisheries in the Pacific region to help achieve 
greater food security and economic growth.
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ALONG ITS OWN coast, eutrophication and 
the spread of anoxic bottom waters are major 
problems, as is the chemical status due to 
high levels of mercury, particularly in the 
Baltic Sea. Numerous efforts are currently 
being made to reduce the addition of nitrogen 
and phosphorus to the sea. There have been 
decreases in emissions, but these efforts 
need to be intensified.

In terms of overfishing, Sweden has taken 
some initiatives that go beyond EU rules, 
regulating commercial fishing in oceanic 
areas that the country itself governs. Some 

fish stocks are increasing, while the status  
of others is critical.  
 
These measures can also impact favourably 
on other ecosystem functions and services. 
Special coastal quotas are allocated for small-
scale fishing, and there are special areas in 
the Baltic Sea for new establishment of  
small-scale fishing.

Sweden faces a series of interrelated chal-
lenges requiring further domestic action as 
well as intensified international cooperation 
with other coastal states.
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THE BALTIC SEA COD 
IS ENDANGERED.  
A viable cod stock of great 
importance to ecology and 
the environment.




