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‘ SWEDEN HAS NOT BEEN AT WAR
SINCE 1814, HAS AN IMPRESSIVE
JUSTICE SYSTEM AND TRANSPARENT
INSTITUTIONS, YET 19 PER CENT OF
THE POPULATION FEEL UNSAFE AT NIGHT.’
NO COUNTRY CAN claim to have fully
completed the task of reducing violence in
society between individuals, between social
groups and between states. As a generally
peaceful society, however, Sweden fulfils a
number of the associated targets, including
providing transparent and accountable
institutions, ensuring public access to
information and protecting fundamental
liberties.
Sweden’s major national challenges include
reducing people’s exposure to threats and
violence. The 2016 Swedish Crime Survey
showed that 81 per cent of the population
felt quite safe or very safe late in the evening
in their own neighbourhood. While many may
feel unsafe at times, experiences of fear differ
between groups. For example, 12 per cent

of women completely refrain from going
out late in the evening, compared with
2 per cent of men.
Crime rates in Sweden are not high, but
still need to be lowered. Men are subjected
to assault and mugging more often than
women, while women are more often
subjected to sexual offences and threats.
In a study from 2014, the proportion of women
and men who stated that they had been
subjected to sexual violence before the
ageof 18 was 37 per cent. Far more women,
54 per cent, had experienced sexual violence
than men, among whom the proportion was
20 per cent. Obviously, this is an issue that
needs to be dealt with in any democratic
society.
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SWEDES GENERALLY TRUST for their
government representatives and the
system they live in to ensure their safety.
The proportion of the population that
was quite satisfied or very satisfied with
democracy in 2015 was 69 per cent, higher
than in previous years.
Another indicator that citizens believe in the
system is reflected in voter participation.
In the last parliamentary elections in 2014,
the turnout was 85.8 per cent. That is an
increase on previous elections but still
lower than the record level in 1976, when
91.8 per cent of voters went to the ballots.
The Swedish government puts a lot of effort
into protecting its citizens, but also strives

to make an impact internationally. Sweden’s
foreign policy is permeated by the defence
and protection of human rights, democracy
and the principles of the rule of law.
As a non-permanent member of the
UN Security Council in 2017 and 2018,
Sweden focuses its peacebuilding efforts
on strengthening a conflict-prevention
perspective, increasing the effectiveness
of the UN, and highlighting the issue of
women, peace and security.
As a well-functioning, peaceful and democratically developed society, Sweden places
great emphasis on the prevention of human
trafficking and on combating money
laundering and terrorist financing.
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