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Topic suggestions for seminars connected to sustainable mobility 

Sweden has come a long way in transforming the transportation sector. Below themes are to be 

used as inspiration by Swedish embassies and consulates when planning an event. There are 

experts and specialists available in each area that can contribute to the process of further 

developing the right seminar content for a specific audience. Suggestions for organisations that 

diplomatic missions can contact are listed under respective seminar suggestion.  

 

1. Collaboration is key to Swedish development within sustainable mobility 

Sweden is unique in the way the private sector, academia and government join forces to innovate 

and implement. Below are two strategic innovation programmes launched by the Swedish 

government with the aim to innovate solutions for a more sustainable mobility:   

Drive Sweden, a strategic innovation programme aiming to create a transport system that ensures 

a socio-economically efficient and long-term sustainable transport supply for citizens and 

businesses in Sweden. Over its first three years of operation, Drive Sweden has attracted about 

100 partners to join its network, out of which 25 per cent is headquartered outside Sweden and 20 

per cent are start-ups.  

CLOSER is a platform for collaboration and innovation for increased transport efficiency, with a 

main focus on long- and short distance freight transport. Altogether, CLOSER has about 40 

partners from industry, academia and society. 

Both platforms are hosted by Lindholmen Science Park.  

Suggestions for seminar focus:  
- How do you set up a platform for successful collaboration between government, academia and 

the industry (a triple helix)? 
- How do you evaluate a government-funded platform for innovation? 
- How do you select what industry partners to become an active part of a government-funded 

platform? 
- What prerequisites are needed for a start-up to be part of a government-funded programme?   
- How do government-funded programmes work – learnings from Drive Sweden and CLOSER.  
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Experts:  

www.drivesweden.net 

closer.lindholmen.se 

 

 

2. What dilemmas need to be addressed before we see truly automated mobility? 
What if we have a fully automated (driverless) vehicle fleet for all public transport and emergency 
vehicles, and the city is suddenly struck by a fierce hail storm? Or what if a tree breaks in a storm 
and blocks the road for an emergency vehicle? At the Integrated Transport Research Lab (ITRL), a 
long-term multidisciplinary research cooperation responding to global environmental transport 
challenges at KTH Royal Institute of Technology, research as well as tests are conducted on 
obstacles connected to an automated vehicle fleet.  
 
Suggestions for seminar focus:  
- How do we give the automated world (driverless vehicles) a human logic? Perhaps through 

Automated Vehicle Traffic Control Towers (AVTCTs). 
- What obstacles concerning automation (except regulations) are needed to be addressed 

before we see driverless vehicles on the roads? 
 

Experts: 
/www.itrl.kth.se 
 
 

3. Lessons from driverless buses as part of the public transportation 
Nobina is the largest bus company in the Nordic region. During spring 2018, they introduced 
driverless buses on a short route in Kista, Stockholm. This was the first time in Scandinavia that 
automated vehicles were tested on public roads. Today, six buses are part of the public 
transportation in Barkaby, a suburb to Stockholm’s city.  
 
Suggestions for seminar focus: 
- Experiences from Sweden’s first fully automated public transportation. Six automated 

(driverless) buses are part of the public transportation in the sustainable Stockholm suburb 
Barkaby.   

 
Experts: 
/www.nobina.com 
 

 
4. ‘Elways’ – how to electrify Sweden’s major transport routes 

The domestic transport accounts for about one third of Sweden’s greenhouse gas emissions. One 
solution to this is to electrify major transport routes, but there are several methods of building 
electrified roads. Sweden has tested two ways to electrify transport routes to generate knowledge, 
experience and decision-making data to be used as a platform for electrification of larger transport 
routes in Sweden.  
 
The tests are using conductive technology which involves a magnetic transmission of energy. 
Conductive technology allows for electricity to be supplied in two ways: contact from above though 
overhead lines (E16 Sandviken) or from below via conductors in the road (eRoadArlanda). 
 
The major advantage of electrified roads is the elimination of vehicle emissions. Additionally, both 
energy consumption and maintenance costs are significantly lower than for vehicles using 
combustion engines.  

https://www.itrl.kth.se/
https://www.nobina.com/
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Suggestions for seminar focus:  
- Experiences from Sweden’s first ‘Elways’. 
- Pros and cons with conductive technology via overhead lines or conductors in the road. Which 

‘Elways’ solution is most cost effective? Which solution makes the least impact on the 
environment?  

- Would conductive technology be feasible to use for cars as well? 
 
Experts:  
www.eroadarlanda.se 
sandvikenpurepower.se/elvag.html 
www.vinnova.se 
transportstyrelsen.se 
www.ncc.se 
elways.se 
 

 
5. Start-ups paving the way for sustainable transports and work vehicles  

How do you make transports sustainable without sacrificing the convenience of powered vehicles? 
The Swedish start-up scene has several products, already on the market or soon to be introduced 
to the mass market, that will be a game changer when it comes to delivering goods as well as 
operating at work sites in the cities. 
 
5.1 Automated, all-electric vehicles for transport-intensive companies 
Einride partners with transport-intensive companies to facilitate their transition to a sustainable 
transportation system. Rethinking road transports from scratch, Einride’s solution is based on 
autonomous, all-electric vehicles, coordinated by an intelligent routing software that integrates 
customer data, traffic data, and so on to optimise delivery time, battery life and energy 
consumption – making the journey from A to B as efficient as possible. 
 
Suggestions for seminar focus:  
- How to make the logistics part of transportation sustainable? 
- Experiences from DB Schenker using start-ups to transform their transportation. 
 
Experts: 
www.vinnova.se 
To get in contact with the start-ups directly, please contact www.si.se 
 
5.2 Sustainable work vehicles in dense cities 
Inzile’s work vehicles are built to allow heavy work – construction and logistics – in urban areas 
during any season and aim to meet the highest demand in driver safety and environmental 
standards.    
 
Suggestions for seminar focus: 
- How do we solve sustainable upgrading and infrastructure work in dense cities? 
 
Experts: 
www.vinnova.se 
To get in contact with the start-ups directly, please contact www.si.se 
 
 
 

https://sandvikenpurepower.se/elvag.html
http://www.vinnova.se/
https://transportstyrelsen.se/
http://www.ncc.se/
http://elways.se/
http://www.vinnova.se/
http://si.se/
http://www.vinnova.se/
http://si.se/
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5.3 Sustainable transports in urban areas  
Velove’s cargo cycle offer ultra-efficient transport solutions that can replace vans and cars being 
used for small deliveries and short trips.   
 
Suggestions for seminar focus: 
- How do we solve sustainable transportation in dense cities? 
 
Experts:  
www.vinnova.se 
To get in contact with the start-ups directly, please contact www.si.se 
 
 

6. The future of shareconomy from a Mobility as a Service (MaaS) perspective 
Already today, most modern vehicles are able to digitally connect. In a foreseeable future, we will 
see most new vehicles equipped with technology necessary for smooth sharing services. Like a 
roaming service, travellers will be able to plug into any transport mode via a single subscription. 
But in order to use the entire transport system, a ‘Triple Helix’ model has to be in place. Ubigo, a 
start-up, offers urban households mobility subscriptions as an easier and more sustainable 
alternative to owning a car. Public transport, car rental, car sharing, taxi services and bikes, 
depending on the subscriber’s needs – is all available in one app and is compiled in one monthly 
bill for the entire household. 
 
Suggestions for seminar focus:  
- Sweden’s ‘Triple Helix’ model makes it possible to test and develop MaaS for citizens in dense 

cities. 
- Learnings from Ubigo’s pilot test of MaaS in Gothenburg. 
 
Experts:  
www.vinnova.se 
www.ubigo.nu 
 
 

7. How to develop MaaS in small towns and rural areas 
Is it feasible to develop mobility services in small towns and rural areas that are historically 
dependent on private cars? According to the pre-study KomILand (Swedish for ‘come ashore’) the 
answer is yes – as long as the town has some kind of public transportation at the core. The next 
step is to develop the services as a pilot project in a defined town.  
 
Suggestions for seminar focus:  
- How to develop mobility services in small towns and rural areas – learnings from the pre-study 

KomILand.  
- What kind of mobility services are likely to be developed in small towns? 
- What requirements are needed in terms of size of town, population, businesses and industry, in 

order to develop an infrastructure of mobility services? 
 
Experts: 
www.vti.se 
www.viktoria.se 
www.ubigo.net 
transportstyrelsen.se 
 
 

http://www.vinnova.se/
http://si.se/
http://www.vinnova.se/
http://www.ubigo.nu/
https://www.vti.se/
https://www.viktoria.se/
http://www.ubigo.net/
https://transportstyrelsen.se/
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8. Lindholmen Science Park strengthens Sweden’s competitiveness with a focus on 
future mobility.  

Lindhomen Science Park strives to strengthen Sweden’s competitiveness with a focus on future 
mobility for people and goods. Both by developing an ecosystem within Lindholmen’s geographical 
area and to run programmes and activities that promote research and innovation (programmes and 
projects based on collaboration between academia, the business community and the public 
sector.) 
 
Suggestions for seminar focus:  
- Lessons from one of Sweden’s science parks focusing on future mobility.  
- ‘Triple Helix’ at its best – what platforms are needed? 
 
Experts:  
www.lindholmen.se 
 
 

9. Sea Traffic Management reduces negative environmental impact and makes the 
marine sector safer 

Sea Traffic Management (STM) is a European initiative partly led from Sweden that centres on 
efficient information exchange and connects the maritime world in real time. Through data 
exchange among ships, service providers, ports and shipping companies, STM is creating 
tomorrow’s digital infrastructure for shipping.  
 
Suggestions for seminar focus: 
- Learnings from STM so far. 
 
Experts:  
www.rise.se 
 
 
 

https://www.lindholmen.se/
http://www.rise.se/

