
TRANSFORMING
TRANSPORTATION

—
The road to sustainable mobility



—
With over 1,570 kilometres between the  

mountainous north and the sandy beaches 
 of the south, Sweden is highly dependent on 
transportation. Today’s solutions for moving 
goods and people place too much of a burden  
on the environment; new technology, methods  

and ways of doing business are urgently needed.  
Electrifying roads, moving from owning cars to 

buying a transport service, and introducing 
 automation are examples of new solutions. 

Sweden’s close collaboration between business, 
academia and state gives a competitive  

advantage, leading to a combination of top 
 academic research, new business models  
from the private sector, and adaptions to  

legislation and government  
incentives from the state.

—



Use the tablet or your  
smartphone to explore 

 our world!
Scan the QR codes by holding your smartphone or tablet  

camera in front of the code. By doing this you can take part of 
AR (augmented reality) modules, movies, pictures and texts 

about the projects. 

By identifying opportunities 
and welcoming change,  

transforming transportation 
 the Swedish way has begun – 

 and it’s an open road. 
—



A CAR MADE 
of composite materials
Is it possible to build a sustainable car? 
If you ask the Swedish start-up Uniti, the 
answer is yes. Their mission is to make 
the best cars for the world by balancing 
the needs of society with an inspired 
driving experience. 

— 

DRIVE SWEDEN 
– a new approach to mobility 

For years, the privately-owned car has 
been a cornerstone for personal mobility, 
but we are entering a new era. Connected, 
driverless and shared vehicles are important 
building blocks as we reinvent the meaning 
of mobility. 

We are on the threshold of a radical shift, 
and it’s happening fast. In just a few years 
the world will change. We will see entirely 
new mobility business models that enable 
sustainable cities.

To reach a long-term sustainable mobility 
solution, the best skills in the field need 
to work together across organisational 
boundaries. This is the purpose of Drive 
Sweden – a strategic innovation programme 
launched by the Swedish government.

—

The aim of Drive Sweden is to create a transport system 
that ensures a socio-economically efficient and long-term 
sustainable transport supply for citizens and businesses 
in Sweden. Drive Sweden is funded by the Swedish En-
ergy Agency, the Swedish Research Council Formas and 
Sweden’s innovation agency VINNOVA. The programme 
is hosted by Lindholmen Science Park.
 
Over its first three years of operation, Drive Sweden has 
attracted about 80 partners to join its network, out of 
which 25 per cent are headquartered outside of Sweden, 
and 20 per cent are start-ups.

About Drive Sweden

TESTING 
AUTOMATED  
BUSES
on public roads
Nobina is the largest bus company in the 
Nordic region. During the spring of 2018, 
they introduced driverless buses on a 
short route in the Kista district of Stock-
holm. This was the first time in Scandi-
navia that automated vehicles were tested 
on public roads.

—

ATTRACTIVE AND 
SUSTAINABLE    
urban mobility

UbiGo offers urban households mobility 
subscriptions as an easier and more sus-
tainable alternative to owning a car. Public 
transport, car rental and car sharing, taxi 
and bikes – depending on the subscriber’s 
needs any given minute, hour, day, week, 
month. Everything is available in one app, 
and everything is on a single bill for the entire 
household. 

UbiGo was developed and tested as part of 
the two-year project Go:smart, headed by 
Lindholmen Science Park and involving a  
dozen partners from industry, academia and 
the public sector. The service was tested in a 

very successful pilot in Gothenburg involving 
70 families and is now launching in Stockholm 
in cooperation with service providers such 
as SL (regional public transport), Cabonline 
(taxi) and Hertz (car rental).

Imagine if you could pay for your travel and 
transport needs as one single service. And only 
pay for it when you’re actually using it. UbiGo is 
a pioneer in what is called Mobility as a Service 
(MaaS) – a popular trend in many countries.

—

THE FUTURE IS ALREADY HERE
Four inspiring examples

—

Since the fall of 2018, three more 
driverless buses have become part 
of the public transportation in Stock-
holm’s newly built sustainable suburb 
Barkaby, and shortly another three  
driverless buses will become part of  
the same route. 

The trial is an initiative called The 
Autopilot – a collaboration between 
Nobina Technology, Ericsson, SJ, KTH, 
Klövern AB, Urban ICT Arena and 
Stockholm City. It is funded by Vinnova 
via Drive Sweden, among others.

Uniti’s light-weight electric city cars 
are made from composite materials 
and optimised for energy and resource 
efficiency, safety, and manufacturing 
scalability. The cars will provide a  
modernised user experience, combining 
premium design and high quality with 
affordability.

A crowdfunded success 
Uniti started as an open innovation 
research project at Lund University 
that focused on finding ways to im-
prove the societal and environmen-
tal impact of mobility. The aim was 
to build a product and company that 
reflected what society wanted the next 
generation of automotive to be. Uniti 
started a crowdfunding campaign that 
brought in over 1,000 investors from 
27 countries. It’s safe to say that Uniti 
fills a gap in the market. 

The vehicle platform has been designed 
for modern usage patterns and the era 
of autonomous electric mobility. The 
chassis are composite-based and the 
vehicles are enabled by partnerships 
with Siemens and others.

The next major milestone for Uniti is 
the launch of two production intent 
models, scheduled for 2019.

1.   The buses follow a virtual rail that is recor-
ded in advance. They are controlled with 
laser radar and have satellite-based positi-
oning systems.

2.  If someone or something risks colliding  
with the buses, they stop.

3.  The buses run on electricity from renewa-
ble energy sources.

4.  They have room for eleven passengers 
(six of whom are seated) and a host.

5.   The buses always have a host on board. 
The host can control and stop the bus  
manually if needed.

6.  The buses have a maximum speed of 
 20 kilometres per hour.

7.  In case of snowfall, fog or heavy rain, 
traffic is cancelled.

8.  The buses are owned by Nobina, who 
is responsible for the try-out.

Eight brief facts about the largest trial in the Nordic region

‘We aim to have a million efficient, affordable 
autonomous electric cars on the road within 
a decade. Our ultimate goal is that people can 
access the vehicles for their daily commute 
without the hassle of ownership through  
mobility as a service model.’

Robin Eriksson, CMO of Uniti

‘Uniti was founded because we could 
see mobility needed to change. In our 
mind, Nordic design and Swedish values 
define what electric cars should be.’

Lewis Horn
CEO of Uniti

Through collaboration between the private sector, academia and the government, 
Sweden will reach fossil-free mobility in the near future. Read about four  

examples that play a part in making the mobile revolution happen.

’The business idea is simple: procure everyday 
travel in volume, then repackage and deliver it 
in a simple way, offering an easy everyday life 
without having to own a car.’

Hans Arby 
CEO of UbiGo

Photo: Karl-Fredrik von Hausswolff/Uniti

Photo: Gustav Gräll/Nobina 


