COLLABORATION
IS KEY
One of the main underlying factors for Sweden’s success as a life sciences
nation is collaboration. There is a strong drive for and a long tradition
of collaboration among healthcare providers, researchers,
business interests and academia.

QUADRUPLE HELIX SYSTEM

GOVERNMENT

In Sweden, there are ample
opportunities for the commercialisation
of pharmaceuticals and medical technology
products and services, in part thanks to a
number of government agencies with high
competence and transparent and effective
regulatory processes. In order to make priorities
clear, to coordinate policy and to increase the
pace of the work required to meet challenges,
the Swedish government has established
a coordinator especially for
the field of life sciences.

In Sweden, several initiatives
within the healthcare sector are based
on user-driven innovation, meaning that
civil society actors are involved in the
early stages of the innovation process.
One example is Experio Lab working with
design labs in several Swedish regions,
where patients, relatives, designers, staff,
industry and entrepreneurs meet and
experiment to co-create new innovative
solutions to make healthcare
better for the actual users
– the patients.

CIVIL
SOCIETY

INDUSTRY

During the past decades Sweden
has developed a world-class start-up
scene, creating a vast amount of attention from entrepreneurs, investors and
talents. After Silicon Valley, the Swedish
capital – Stockholm – produces a higher
number of so-called ‘unicorns’
(or billion-dollar tech companies)
per capita than any other city.

ACADEMIA

Sweden is home to several
renowned universities with a long
tradition of medical research, which,
in collaboration with other actors, drive
innovation forward. Sweden is investing
heavily in research in the field of life
sciences, and almost half of all Swedish
scientific publications are in this field. The
quality of the Swedish research maintains
a high level and is frequently quoted
in distinguished international
science publications.

Collaboration appears in many forms, including at national
specialist research centres, science parks and hubs, start-up companies
and large corporations. Another example is the development of living
labs where civil society, often users, is collaborating with other actors in
the innovation process, creating a quadruple helix system, together with
the traditional actors in triple helix collaborations –
government, industry and academia.

