
PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT

Automated public transport

A new research project has had successful trials on 
introducing driverless buses in the city. In the long run, 
this can significantly reduce costs for public transport 
and allow for several more bus routes. But new invest-
ments are needed and there are high costs involved in 
setting up the system.

One resource must be moved to Public Transport to 
finance a new driverless line. From where should  
the resource be taken? Let all parties present their 
arguments, discuss, and then vote.

Card no. 1



PUBLIC 
TRANSPORT

Less cars, less costs

The steady increase in people using public transport 
has had benefits for the city. More spending from 
previous car owners, fewer road damages, reduced 
pollution and fewer traffic jams.

You get one resource. Where should the resource 
be placed? Let all parties present their arguments, 
discuss, and then vote.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS

Card no. 3



WASTE  
MANAGEMENT

Waste piling up 

The population of the city is growing as people  
move in from the countryside and nearby towns. 
Income from taxation increases, but there are also  
new challenges. In order to keep landfills down  
and have high efficiency in the recycling process,  
you need to expand rubbish separation to include  
biological waste treatment. 

One resource must be moved to Waste Management 
in order to construct a modern recycling facility. From 
where should the resource be taken? Let all parties 
present their arguments, discuss, and then vote.
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WASTE  
MANAGEMENT

Becoming the waste capital 

An international company wants to invest in the 
nation’s biggest facility for waste management in your 
city. The investment will generate job opportunities, 
subsidies from the national government and resources 
flowing into the city. Unfortunately, it will also mean 
that pollution will increase and the smell from the  
waste plant will some days engulf the city. 

Will you allow this? Discuss and then vote. If you  
vote yes, every politician gets one resource to place 
on any political area.

WASTE
MANAGEMENT
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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WASTE  
MANAGEMENT

The heat is on 

Local media reports on new research showing a high 
likeliness of a drastic increase in flooding within the 
next 10 years. People are worried that preparations 
are not good enough and are demanding something 
substantial.

One resource must be moved to Firefighting and 
Disaster Relief. From where should the resource 
be taken? Let all parties present their arguments, 
discuss, and then vote.

FIREFIGHTING AND 
DISASTER RELIEF

Card no. 7



Voluntary firefighters 

Several civil society organisations have formed to 
help with forest fires. These organisations will be vital 
to ensure the safety of the citizens during the coming 
years. At the same time, the cost for Firefighting and 
Disaster Relief decreases.

You get one resource. Where should the resource be 
placed to further invest in civil society? Let all parties 
present their arguments, discuss, and then vote.

FIREFIGHTING AND 
DISASTER RELIEF
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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New cup winners

The local football club has reached the highest division. 
Investments are needed to renovate the football 
stadium and supporting infrastructure. A growing 
number of visitors will enable local entrepreneurs  
to expand, but the investment needed is high. 

One resource must be moved to Tourism. From  
where should the resource be taken? Let all parties 
present their arguments, discuss, and then vote.

TOURISM
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TOURISM

A new democratic dialogue

For many years, a national political festival has been 
held in Electionville. The festival has been growing 
steadily during recent years and now attracts thou-
sands of politicians, journalists, political activists and 
interested citizens. This has increased the tax revenues 
significantly during the summer.

You get one resource. Where should the resource 
be placed? Let all parties present their arguments, 
discuss, and then vote.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS

Card no. 12



ARTS AND  
CULTURE

Archeological finding

When constructing a roundabout, workers find previ-
ously unknown remains from old parts of the city.  
This could be a national treasure, but the excavation 
will take time and resources.

One resource must be moved to Arts and Culture. 
From where should the resource be taken?  
Let all parties present their arguments, discuss,  
and then vote.
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ARTS AND  
CULTURE

National capital of culture

A city is chosen annually to be the Capital of Culture of 
the year. There is a financial risk involved, as a positive 
net profit cannot be guaranteed.

Will you apply for being next years’ Capital of Culture? 
If you vote yes, all politicians with Arts and Culture as 
a prioritised issue must forfeit their next turn to take 
part in the process of applying.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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LEISURE AND 
RECREATION

Equal spare time

A report has shown that recreational activities favoured 
by boys have higher public funding than those favoured 
by girls. Cutting support to activities such as youths’ 
football and basket has proven politically impossible. 
Extra resources to girls’ recreational activities need  
to be taken from other areas.

Two resources must be moved to Leisure and 
Recreation. From which two areas should these 
resources be taken? Let all parties present their  
arguments, discuss, and then vote.
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LEISURE AND 
RECREATION

Citizens’ proposal

A new idea of introducing so-called ‘Citizen proposals’ 
has been getting a lot of attention and support from the 
public. The idea is that groups of citizens have the right 
to hand in their own political proposals to you, and if 
they can gather enough signatures on a petition, you 
will have to discuss the matter and make a decision. 

Will you try this out in your city? If you vote yes,  
all politicians with Leisure and Recreation as  
a priority issue must forfeit their next turn to  
take part in citizens’ dialogues in preparation  
of the new system.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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HOUSING

Indoor climate change

A national decision has been made that all publicly 
owned buildings need to get better insulation.  
Better insulation will reduce costs of heating and 
cooling, and therefore reduce the environmental 
impact. The investment will reduce costs of Housing  
in the future but will increase cost this period.

One resource must be moved to Housing to carry 
out the programme. From where should the resource 
be taken? Let all parties present their arguments, 
discuss, and then vote.
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HOUSING

Rents are going up

The housing shortage is making rents go up quickly 
in the city. Many families with low incomes are being 
evicted and some of them are becoming homeless. 

Should you force local landlords to keep rents down? 
This will mean more resources to affordable housing 
but may hinder new rental apartments being built in 
the future. If you vote no, remove one resource from 
Housing.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS

Card no. 21



SOCIAL
SERVICES

Migration

Due to a conflict in a nearby country, there’s been  
a large increase in the number of refugees. Most of  
the refugees need support before they can enter  
the labour market. 

Two resources must be moved to Social Services. 
From which two areas should the resources be taken? 
Let all parties present their arguments, discuss,  
and then vote.
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SOCIAL
SERVICES

National welfare investments

The government has launched a new campaign to 
improve the lives of citizens with low incomes.  
Every city in the country can be given extra funding  
for activities and reforms which aim to fight poverty. 

If a qualified majority (at least two thirds of the 
parties) vote yes for improvement of one area,  
Social Services receives two extra resources.  
If you don’t have a majority vote within three  
minutes, no extra resources will be dealt.  
Start a timer.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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HEALTH
CARE

Vaccination

Vaccinations for several deadly diseases has fallen  
to under 80% of the population in the city. In order  
to keep epidemics under control, a sufficiently high 
level of vaccination is required.

Two resources must be moved to Health Care.  
From which two areas should the resources be taken? 
Let all parties present their arguments, discuss,  
and then vote.
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HEALTH
CARE

Corruption scandal

A scandal involving the leadership of the Department of 
Health Care has erupted. A media outlet shows pictures 
revealing that a lot of money has been spent on luxury 
travel and expensive dinners. Someone must take the 
fall for this.

All politicians with Health Care as a prioritised issue 
must forfeit their next turn.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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ELDERLY
CARE

Demography is changing

The group older than 80 years is increasing rapidly.  
The elderly demand better accessibility to public spaces 
such as sidewalks, libraries and public buildings, and 
their demands can no longer be ignored.

Two resources must be moved to Elderly Care.  
From which two areas should the resources be taken? 
Let all parties present their arguments, discuss,  
and then vote.
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ELDERLY
CARE

Miscalculation

The budget for Elderly Care doesn’t add up and  
you discover that there are funds lacking due to  
miscalculations from the department of finance.  
You quickly need to fill the gap with funds from  
another political area. 

One resource needs to be removed from the city’s 
budget. But what political area will have to face 
cutbacks? Let all parties present their arguments, 
discuss, and then vote.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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EDUCATION

National tests 

The annual report from the national school board has 
arrived. Pupils in the city’s schools show systematically 
poor results in civics and source criticism.

One resource must be moved to Education to better 
prepare young people for modern society. From 
where should the resource be taken? Let all parties 
present their arguments, discuss, and then vote.
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EDUCATION

School elections 

A nationwide campaign is underway to host indica-
tive school elections to strengthen young people’s 
knowledge on the democratic process. The process is 
optional but comes with extra resources allocated to 
the education system.

Will you take part in the national school elections?  
If you vote yes, add one resource to Education and all 
politicians with Education as a prioritised issue must 
forfeit their next turn to take part in the preparations.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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CITY 
PLANNING

Street harassment

The pressure on the local assembly has built up. Strong 
groups are demanding action to reduce the harassment 
many women experience in the city during nighttime. 
One of the key demands is to change lighting and 
planning of public spaces in the city centre. To meet 
public demand, you need to reallocate resources.

One resource must be moved to City Planning to 
improve public squares and parks in the city. From 
where should the resource be taken? Let all parties 
present their arguments, discuss, and then vote.
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CITY 
PLANNING

Economic downturn

The economy does not match the expenses of the 
town. The City can’t afford the new investments and 
the council needs to save money.

One resource is lost and must be moved off the game 
board. From where should it be taken? Let all parties 
present their arguments, discuss, and then vote.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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CHILD
CARE

The children are our future

Preschools in the city are understaffed and lack educa-
tional materials. Everybody agrees that extra funding 
should be added to childcare to make conditions better 
for the growing generation.

One resource must be moved to Child Care. From 
where should the resource be taken? Let all parties 
present their arguments, discuss, and then vote.
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CHILD
CARE

No more neglect

A major public inquiry made by the national govern-
ment concludes that too many people have been 
neglected and suffered while in schools and preschool. 
A large national programme is being set up to ensure 
the rights of every citizen in public care, including extra 
funding to local institutions.

You get one resource. Where should the resource 
be placed? Let all parties present their arguments, 
discuss, and then vote.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS

Card no. 39



The factory is closing

A company that has employed many people in the city 
is closing. There will be a spike in unemployment.

One resource must be moved to Vocational Education 
in order to prepare those laid off for new types of 
work. From where should the resource be taken?  
Let all parties present their arguments, discuss, and 
then vote.

VOCATIONAL  
EDUCATION
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VOCATIONAL  
EDUCATION

Informal education growing

A non-profit school has been holding work training and 
evening courses for women during the last years. This 
has produced good results and more women are now 
getting into the work force and social life, benefiting 
several political areas.

You get one resource. Where should the resource 
be placed? Let all parties present their arguments, 
discuss, and then vote.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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ENERGY

A new green deal 

New national regulations on emission of greenhouse 
gases force you to make upgrades to the local power 
plant.

One resource must be moved to Energy. From where 
should the resource be taken? Let all parties present 
their arguments, discuss, and then vote.
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ENERGY

Peak oil 

Due to a new programme giving incentives for home-
owners and landlords to upgrade their heating source 
to bio-based or solar-powered systems, prices for 
heating and cooling has been decreasing.

You get one resource. Where should the resource 
be placed? Let all parties present their arguments, 
discuss, and then vote.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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The source of life

An investigation from a local news organisation  
has shown that the city’s main water reserves lack  
protection from pollution and contamination. This 
needs to be handled and a water protection area  
must be established.

One resource must be moved to Water and Plumbing. 
From where should the resource be taken? Let all 
parties present their arguments, discuss, and then 
vote.

WATER AND
PLUMBING
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WATER AND
PLUMBING

Saving the lakes

Many people are protesting a previous investment for 
a new quarry outside the city. A court has declared that 
the quarry threatens to harm wildlife and lakes in the 
area and the whole project needs to be shut down.

One resource needs to be removed from the city’s 
budget. But what political area will have to face 
cutbacks? Let all parties present their arguments, 
discuss, and then vote.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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POLICE

Keeping voices free

A local media outlet famous for exposing secrets 
– whether it be among gangs, parties or unreliable 
businesses – has been attacked lately. They have had 
windows demolished and have been receiving threats 
online.

Two resources must be moved to Police to protect 
the journalists. From which two areas should the 
resources be taken? Let all parties present their argu-
ments, discuss, and then vote.
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POLICE

Shots fired

A peaceful protest concerning international politics 
turns into a riot. During the protest a young man gets 
shot by the police and is badly injured. The man was 
unarmed, and the aftermath of the incident rapidly 
escalates. Several civil rights groups claim that this is 
the result of bad training for the local police.

All politicians with Police as a prioritised issue must 
forfeit their next turn.

Card no. 50



Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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AGRICULTURE  
AND ENVIRONMENT

The new green wave 

There has been a rapid increase in small-scale farming 
and local food production in the city. All these initiatives 
are of course welcomed by the local administration, 
but it requires that the department for food security is 
scaled up for inspections to keep up.

One resource must be moved to Agriculture and 
Environment to guarantee food safety and animal 
welfare. From where should the resource be taken? 
Let all parties present their arguments, discuss, and 
then vote.
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AGRICULTURE  
AND ENVIRONMENT

#CitizensCanChange 

A movement for climate change has rapidly been 
growing among the young people of the city,  
demanding action. With help from the national  
department of environment, you start a major  
project to lower the city’s carbon footprint.

You get one extra resource. In which political  
area does this resource get the best results?  
Let all parties present their arguments, discuss,  
and then vote.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS

Card no. 54



ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT

Business boom

You have recently decided on a new strategy for the 
city to stay competitive and attract new entrepreneurs. 
It has been decided that an old brick factory should 
become the centre of an area under development.  
You hope that the old factory will transform to a 
thriving business district in the future.

Two resources must be moved to Economic Develop
ment. From which two political areas should the 
resources be taken? Let all parties present their  
arguments, discuss, and then vote.

Card no. 55



ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT

Bridge disaster

One late night, a freight ship collides with one of the 
city’s major bridges. Several people are killed when 
driving in the dark off the edge of the collapsed bridge. 
The damage to the bridge is massive and this will have 
consequences for the economic development of the 
city’s transports.

Remove one resource from Economic Development.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS
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LOCAL
ROADS

Slowing down

Increasing speeds and more cars near schools and in 
the city centre are making citizens worried. Measures  
to reduce speed and protect pedestrians must be 
made, including traffic-calming devices.

One resource must be moved to Local Roads. From 
where should the resource be taken? Let all parties 
present their arguments, discuss, and then vote.
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LOCAL
ROADS

Congestion charges

Citizen groups are advocating for the city to introduce 
congestion charges on the main roads into the city. 
You have decided that this might be a way to decrease 
traffic and have a positive impact for the environment 
and climate. To which area should these new taxes go?

If you can gather a a twothirds majority vote, you 
receive two extra resources to put on any one area.  
If you don’t have a qualified majority vote within  
three minutes, you will get no new resources and the 
congestion charges are not put in place. Set a timer.
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Budget negotiations

Time for budget negotiations.

Move one resource from any political area to any area 
of your liking. No vote needed.

BUDGET 
NEGOTIATIONS

Card no. 60


