
1

Image:

Photo: N
ora Lorek/TT

The synagogue in Gothenburg was attacked in December 2017. The next day, Gothenburgers spontaneously demonstrated their solidarity by ‘love bombing’ the location.
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Growing  
antisemitism 
Along with a general increase in xenophobia, antisemitism 

has been on the rise in parts of Europe since the turn of 

the millennium. This is reflected in an extensive spread 

of prejudice and hatred in social media, propaganda from 

extremist political groups and the occurrence of conspiracy 

theories in the political debate. It is also seen in hate 

crime and terrorism. These developments have had an 

impact on Sweden. 
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 Where is 
antisemitism found? 
Attitude surveys from the 2010s show that antisemitism 

is found among people from all walks of life and in many 

European countries, as well as in many other parts of the 

world.1 They also show that negative attitudes towards Jews 

exist across the entire political spectrum.2 

Comparative studies indicate that the proportion of people 

with antisemitic attitudes is lower in Sweden than in many 

other countries, but still show that 10–15 per cent of adult 

Swedes agree with certain central antisemitic myths.

Jewish cemetery in Strasbourg, 2010.

1 See e.g. A. Zick, B. Küpper, A. Hövermann, Intolerance, Prejudice and Discrimination, 2011; ComRes, CNN Anti-Semitism in Europe Poll 2018, 2018; ADL Global 100, 2014 & 2019.
2 ComRes, CNN Anti-Semitism in Europe Poll 2018, 2018; ADL Global 100, 2014, 2019; H, Bachner, J. Ring, Antisemitiska attityder och föreställningar i Sverige, 2006.
3 See e.g. CST, Antisemitic Incidents Report 2008 & 2019; SPCJ, Report on antisemitism in France 2018 & 2019.
4 Swedish National Council for Crime Prevention, Hate Crime 2018, 2019. 
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Since 2000, the number of reported antisemitic incidents 

has increased significantly in certain countries.3  

In Sweden, the number of reported antisemitic hate  

crimes has increased slightly since 2008, but there are 

probably a large number of unreported cases.4
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What does anti
semitism look like?
Antisemitism forms an ideological foundation for Nazi 

movements in Sweden and other countries. The myth of 

a global Jewish conspiracy plays a central role and is 

used to explain phenomena such as international refugee 

flows. Codewords or slogans such as ‘globalists’, ‘cultural 

Marxists’ or ‘the great replacement’ also have antisemitic 

connotations in these contexts. 

Antisemitism is also an important ideological component 

of radical Islamist movements. In their propaganda, 

religious accusations are combined with myths about 

a global Jewish conspiracy. Individuals connected to 

or inspired by radical Islamism and left- or right-wing 

extremism are responsible for a large number of hate 

crimes and terrorist acts against Jewish targets in Sweden, 

Europe and the wider world. 

In the broader political debate, antisemitic views are 

activated and exploited in discussions on the processing of 

history and cultures of remembrance relating to the Holocaust, 

and in contexts where the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is 

brought up. In several countries, including Sweden, there was 

increased antisemitism in connection with the Gaza wars 

of 2009 and 2014. The antisemitism that exists in certain 

left-wing political environments is often expressed in 

contexts related to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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Activists protested against antisemitism in Cologne, Germany.
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Consequences for 
Jewish minorities
The increase of antisemitism has profoundly detrimental 

consequences for Jewish minorities in Sweden, Europe and 

other parts of the world. According to a survey conducted in 

2018 by the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights 

(FRA), 82 per cent of the Swedish-Jewish respondents 

considered antisemitism to be a fairly big or very big 

problem in Sweden. 

5 FRA, Experiences and perceptions of antisemitism, 2018.
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Demonstration against antisemitism on Raoul Wallenberg Square in Stockholm 2014.

The results indicate that many Jews in Sweden and other  

EU countries feel insecure and themselves take action  

to reduce the risk of being subjected to antisemitism.  

For security reasons, many people avoid wearing articles 

such as a kippah or the Star of David, which identify them 

as Jews.5
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Action to combat 
antisemitism
Antisemitism is a societal challenge. It constitutes  

a threat against Jewish minorities and against fundamental 

democratic values. In 2019, the Living History Forum 

published a report on how people in Sweden perceive the 

Holocaust. The report demonstrated the degree to which  

learning about the Holocaust is relevant to address prejudice  

and racism and to prevent genocide. According to the 

results, 98 per cent of the respondents are certain that  

the Holocaust took place. A majority believe that learning 

about the Holocaust can promote tolerance and inclusion.6

In June 2021, the Swedish government agency the Living 

History Forum presented the report Antisemitism in Sweden:  

A comparison of attitudes and ideas in 2005 and 2020.7 
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School pupils visit the exhibition Propaganda – Risk of influence at the Living History Forum.

The aim of the study was to describe the prevalence of 

antisemitic attitudes and ideas in the Swedish population, 

and to explore how such attitudes have evolved over time 

by comparing its findings with the results from a study 

of antisemitic attitudes conducted by the Living History 

Forum and the Swedish National Council for Crime 

Prevention (Brå) in 2005. The report shows a general 

decrease in antisemitic attitudes or beliefs in Sweden 

today compared with the most recent survey in 2005. 

 

The results show a general decline in antisemitic beliefs. 

However, 5 per cent of the population hold antisemitic 

beliefs with stronger intensity.

6 Uppfattningar om Förintelsen – 20 år efter informationsinsatsen Levande Historia (Perceptions of the Holocaust), Oskar Österberg, the Living History Forum 2019.
7 Antisemitism in Sweden: A comparison of attitudes and ideas in 2005 and 2020, Henrik Bachner, Pieter Bevelander 2021.
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In Sweden, the Government and several municipalities and 

government agencies have launched or provided financial 

support to projects that aim to combat antisemitism and 

racism, increase knowledge about the Holocaust and 

strengthen democratic values. The Living History Forum, 

the Swedish Committee Against Antisemitism and other 

organisations have long organised education projects 

aimed at school pupils and other target groups, including 

the Police Authority and the public sector. 

In Sweden, hate crimes are rarely cleared up. Efforts are 

under way to improve the legal situation, and the Swedish 

National Council for Crime Prevention presented data for 

this in the report Antisemitic hate crime (2019).8 In recent 

years, Jewish communities have received more government 

support to improve the security around synagogues and 

other premises. 

School pupils visit the exhibition Propaganda – Risk of influence at the Living History Forum.

In 2020, the Government instructed the Swedish Defence 

Research Agency (FOI) and the Segerstedt Institute at 

the University of Gothenburg to provide an overview of 

antisemitism in digital environments and to review the 

situation concerning education about antisemitism and 

racism. The Living History Forum will continue its task of 

educating people about the Holocaust, antisemitism and 

other forms of racism. Furthermore, the Government has 

decided that a museum to preserve and perpetuate the 

memory of the Holocaust will open in Stockholm in 2022. 

Sweden is also involved in international efforts to combat 

antisemitism and promote Holocaust remembrance.  

This is being carried out through bodies such as the 

International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA), 

the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 

(OSCE), the European Union (EU) and the United Nations 

(UN), which in recent years have increased their activities 

to achieve progress in these areas.

8 Anti-Semitic hate crim, Brå report 2019:4


