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Pamoja
Together change is possible
Pamoja is a story about international solidarity
concerning a shared commitment to decolonisation
and national liberation. It is also the story of the
long relationship of
‘International solidarity is not an
cooperation between
act of charity: it is an act of unity
Sweden and ten countries
between allies fighting on different
in Africa. It hopes to
terrains toward the same objective.’
inspire young people
Samora Machel, the first President of Mozambique from the country’s
independence in 1975
today to put energy into
making the world a better place for all.
Pamoja is about the belief that no-one is free until
we are all free. It is as important today as ever to put
energy into making this world a better place for all.
Together we can make a difference!
This exhibition is developed from the Pamoja webbased experience, which is in turn inspired by a series
of international solidarity exhibitions developed by
Liliesleaf Centre of Memory in South Africa.

Artboard 3, 700x1000mm

Artboard 4, 700x1000mm

History and early
Swedish solidarity

From support
to exchange

Solidarity
today

The ANC strategy during the 1970s and 1980s
was defined by the ‘Four pillars of struggle’: mass
mobilisation, the armed struggle, underground
organisation, and international solidarity.
Encouraged by civil society organisations and
activists, Sweden put pressure on the apartheid
regime through sanctions and diplomatic efforts
and was also one of the most active and generous
supporters of the liberation struggle.
Politician and prime minister Olof Palme
played a key role in ensuring that Sweden
translated expressions of solidarity into concrete
and far-reaching actions.

Official Swedish assistance to the ANC ended
on 27 January 1994. Swedish governments had
over the years disbursed some 2.5 billion SEK
(US$4.18 billion – 2021 value) in support of the
South African liberation struggle.
After apartheid was abolished and the ANC won
the 1994 election, humanitarian aid shifted to
development cooperation. Sweden’s assistance
to South Africa has now been phased out and
cooperation continues through increased trade and
political cooperation, as well as cultural exchange.
Through art, craft, music, theatre, writing
and film projects Swedish people and people of
Southern Africa are drawn closer together, finding a
common language and making lasting connections
that span both art and democracy.

Solidarity is still very much alive, both within and
between nations. Activists in Sweden and South
Africa still prioritise international solidarity,
fighting for global issues such as reduced poverty,
quality education, gender equality, egalitarianism,
and social, economic and environmental
sustainability.
Sweden, historically committed to collaboration
and global issues, is dedicated to doing what it
can to make the world more socially, economically
and environmentally sustainable. So, solidarity
is not only a matter for activists, but also for
organisations and government institutions.
And a great way to start is by exchanging
views, collaborating on everything from business
development to art projects.

In February 1990, the ANC and other
organisations were unbanned, and Nelson Mandela
walked free. On 27 April 1994, millions of South
Africans voted for change. The ANC won the
election and on 10 May 1994 Nelson Mandela was
inaugurated as the first president of a democratic
South Africa.
During the transition to democracy, and once
a democratic government was in place, Sweden
continued to support many organisations working
for social justice and entered into bilateral
development cooperation programmes with the
new South African government.

One example is the ongoing hip-hop exchange
between Sweden and South Africa that started
in 1994. In 2003, major Swedish performance
acts participated in Cape Town workshops and
performances with local groups. One of these,
Black Noise, has continued its cooperation
with Sweden, especially around the ‘Heal the
Hood’ movement, founded in 1998 to combat
unemployment and decline among young people
in South African townships.

’International solidarity
means to me a deeper
understanding of community.’
Nadine Cloete, independent filmmaker, South Africa.

In the words of South African independent
filmmaker Nadine Cloete, ‘We face many global
challenges today...I believe these can be
challenged by democratic means – that all change
must be intergenerational, and we can create
change by using what we are passionate about.’
Nelson Mandela may be South Africa’s
best-known activist, but a lot of people are now
sable to stand on his shoulders and make their
voices heard.

Developing Pamoja required many committed hands, minds and hearts in each of the eleven countries featured here. The
project was initiated by the Liliesleaf Centre of Memory and developed in cooperation with the Embassy of Sweden in South
Africa and the Swedish Institute. Funding and institutional support came from: The Swedish Institute, The Embassy of Sweden
in South Africa (with responsibility for Botswana and Namibia), Liliesleaf Centre of Memory, The Embassies of Sweden in
Angola, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe

Scan the QR code
to visit the
Pamoja website

Example posters from South Africa

Scan the QR code
to find your
local website

Scan the QR code to go
to the Activist page
on the Pamoja website

Scan the QR code to go
to the Focus Groups on
the Pamoja website
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Pamoja
Portrait exhibition

Intro poster, 700x1000mm

Outro poster, 700x1000mm

Together change
is possible
These 20 activists from 10 countries in Africa share
the conviction that solidarity creates change.
If you are inspired by the portraits, visit the online
platform PAMOJA – together change is possible
where you can read more about the joint commitment
to decolonisation and
national liberation in ‘Many people think they don’t know
enough, or they don’t have the capacity
African nations, and
enough to get involved. But people don’t
the role that Sweden
need a lot of knowledge or capacity in
has played.
order to make some difference.’
We can of course
Sanna Eliasson, programme manager, Olof Palme Centre, Sweden
draw lessons from
history, but in these portraits the focus is on the
challenges of today. The portraits represent several
different forms of activism and solidarity across a
broad spectrum of areas. They show that engagement
is widespread – many are young and many issues
receive broad support while others must battle against
the current.
The portraits have been taken by local professional
photographers in Angola, Botswana, Ethiopia, Kenya,
Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa, Tanzania, Zambia
and Zimbabwe and selected by South African curator
Sara Chitambo.

Scan the QR code
to visit the
Pamoja website
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Pamoja
Portrait exhibition

All artboards have the measurements 700x1000mm.

‘Get in, be involved.
If you’re in,
you can fight for
what you know;
if you’re out,
you don’t know.’

‘We must
change the
restrictions
to accessing
information
in Tanzania.’

‘Intersectionality
makes my work
more empathetic
by providing tools
to advocate for each
community in its
unique forms.’
Ndiilokelwa Nthengwe, Namibia

Winnie Sengwer, Kenya

Maxence Melo, Tanzania

Ndiilokelwa Nthengwe is a nonbinary
intersectional gender justice activist,
currently serving as Namibia’s ambassador for
Her Voice Fund. The organisation was invited to
the State House after having led the nationwide
#ShutitAllDown protests.

Winnie Sengwer is a 30-year-old Kenyan
advocacy officer who is passionate about
human rights. She is fighting for justice to restore
the Embobut forest to the Sengwer people who
were forcefully evicted by the government.

Photographer: Hiram Omondi

Maxence Melo is a Tanzanian investigative
journalist. He is co-founder of a digital
platform and discussion forum that hosts debates
about topics that include graft in the public sector
and government incompetence.

Photographer: Caroline de Meerseman

Photographer: Imani Nsamila

Photographer: Aman Asrat

Photographer: Jason J Mulikita

‘Every human being
needs liberty
and dignity.’

‘Every single
animal matters.’

Befekadu Hailu, Ethiopia
Befekadu Hailu is an Ethiopian author,
blogger, and activist, striving for non-violent
betterment of society. He co-founded the Center for
Advancement of Rights and Democracy with the aim
to defend the civil liberties of people in the region.

Dércio Tsandzana, Mozambique

Adjany Costa, Angola
Nature is at the centre of everything for
Adjany da Silva Freitas Costa. An Angolan
biologist and ethno-conservationist, she feels part
of a whole that she wants to protect and conserve
equitably, with focus on a sustainable future that
preserves biodiversity.

Photographer: Laetitia D’aboville

‘Digital platforms
should be used
effectively in
bringing changes
to our communities.’

Jennifer Kayombo, Tanzania

Morato Custódio, Angola

Jennifer Kayombo is a Tanzanian digital
and social activist with a focus on gender
work and sexual reproductive health and rights
issues. She feels that youth should get correct
information about sexual reproductive health in
family and academic settings.

Morato de Oliveira Custódio is an
Angolan entrepreneur in digital and
financial inclusion. Empathy, discipline and
humility is his way of inspiring the change that
Angola needs. He is preparing for a future in
politics at the highest level.

‘Activism is
born of a
dissatisfaction
with the
status quo.’

Lale Labuko, Ethiopia

Katlego Kolanyane-Kesupile, Botswana
Katlego Kolanyane-Kesupile is Botswana’s first
trans-identifying public figure. Through her art and
activism, she advocates for indigenous representation of
queerness in Africa. She envisions a world where gender
and sexuality no longer define the human experience.

‘We must give
back to the
country the
reasons why
we fought for
independence.’

‘To arrive
at the right
solutions,
we need the
right voices
at the table.’

Cídia Chissungo, Mozambique

Yande Banda, Zambia

Cídia Chissungo is an African youth leader.
To her, the future of Mozambique is
uncertain due to terrorism in the Province of Cabo
Delgado. For the African continent, Chissungo does
not foresee development until governments stop
marginalising their people.

Yande Banda is a feminist and activist
committed to bringing young Zambian
voices onto the global stage to ensure representation of their views and solutions. She believes that
the education system needs to demystify the notion
that leadership is for older generations.

Photographer: Hiram Omondi

‘If not me, then who?’

Photographer: Kaone Makoko

Lale Labuko is an Ethiopian activist and
founder of Omo Child – an organisation that
houses children at risk due to harmful tribal beliefs.
He strives to empower children to become future
leaders who live with great courage.

Mwenda Ntai, Kenya

Photographer: William Silva

Ambassador Lindiwe Mabuza is a
South African politician, diplomat,
poet, academic, journalist, and cultural activist.
She is driven by her country, her people and
what needs to be done to erase the burden of
apartheid in South African society.

Photographer: Mvelo Mahlangu

‘Education is key
to changing the
mindset of
humankind from
harmful thinking.’

Mwenda Ntai is a human rights activist
in Kenya, driven by the quest for justice
for his late father, who was murdered fighting for
the rights of Miraa farmers. His goal is to ensure
freedom of expression without intimidation.

Photographer: Tafadzwa Ufemeli

Photographer: Imani Nsamila

Lindiwe Mabuza, South Africa

Dorothy Okatch is a Gaborone-based
activist who stands up for the voiceless
and uplifts young girls while forging a path for
African female sports referees. As the winner of
the 2020 Sport Award in Botswana, she levels the
playing field both on the basketball court and in
marginalised society.

Photographer: Tafari Melisizwe

‘Youth is bold
and brave – we’re
the change and
there’s power
in youth.’

Namatai Kwekweza is a Zimbabwean law
student and activist who founded a nonprofit organisation called WELEAD. The goal is to
increase literacy of the constitution among young
people and evoke urgency to self-organise in
promoting constitutionalism.

Dorothy Okatch, Botswana

Photographer: Kaone Makoko

‘I belong to more
than my eyes see.’

Cosmas Mumba, Zambia

Namatai Kwekweza, Zimbabwe

Dércio Tsandzana is a Mozambican digital
enthusiast, named by the Community of
Portuguese Speaking Countries as one of the most
influential young people. He feels that politicians
need to include young people in order to accelerate
political participation.

‘I want to bring young girls
with me and have them
shatter glass ceilings.’

Photographer: William Silva

Cosmas Mumba is a compassionate Zambian
conservationist with a drive to speak up for,
rescue and rehabilitate illegally captivated monkeys
and baboons. For Cosmas, ultimate success would
be when communities become custodians, not
exploiters, of all wild animals.

‘I have a deep
conviction that the
people of Zimbabwe
are going to win, and
the young will make
this victory possible.’

‘Politicians
must trust
young people.’

‘It is important
for young people
to be thoroughly
educated.’

Photographer: Jason J Mulikita

Photographer: Tafadzwa Ufemeli

‘Peace building
is an important
part of nation
building.’

Photographer: Mário Macilau

Photographer: Caroline de Meerseman

‘I know there
will be people
who can follow
my footsteps.’

Photographer: Mvelo Mahlangu

‘Optimism about
our future is the
only thing we
have. We must be
motivated by
knowing there will
always be light.’

Sekai Holland, Zimbabwe
Sekai Holland is a peace builder and
founding chairperson of the Zimbabwe
Peacebuilding Initiative. She is one of the founding
members of the Movement for Democratic
Change and was appointed co-minister in the
Organ for National Healing, Reconciliation, and
Integration in 2009.

Maria Garises, Namibia
Maria Garises is a Namibian community
facilitator with the Women’s Leadership
Centre. She views her dedication to improving
rural women’s lives as an extension of her ancient
San heritage. She is also a traditional birth doula.

Zulaikha Patel, South Africa
Zulaikha is a young activist, student and
author. She strongly believes in a sustainable,
equitable African and global future. She strives to
engage with young people to want more in order to
inspire immediate change and social justice now.
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