Pamoja
Together change is possible
Pamoja is a story about international solidarity
concerning a shared commitment to decolonisation
and national liberation. It is also the story of the
long relationship of
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today to put energy into
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Pamoja is about the belief that no-one is free until
we are all free. Together we can make a difference!
This exhibition is developed from the Pamoja webbased experience, which is in turn inspired by a series
of international solidarity exhibitions developed by
Liliesleaf Centre of Memory in South Africa.
Developing Pamoja required many committed hands, minds and hearts in each of the eleven countries featured here. The
project was initiated by the Liliesleaf Centre of Memory and developed in cooperation with the Embassy of Sweden in South
Africa and the Swedish Institute. Funding and institutional support came from: The Swedish Institute, The Embassy of Sweden
in South Africa (with responsibility for Botswana and Namibia), Liliesleaf Centre of Memory, The Embassies of Sweden in
Angola, Ethiopia, Kenya, Mozambique, Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe
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History and early
Swedish solidarity
The ANC strategy during the 1970s and 1980s
was defined by the ‘Four pillars of struggle’: mass
mobilisation, the armed struggle, underground
organisation, and international solidarity.
Encouraged by civil society organisations and
activists, Sweden put pressure on the apartheid
regime through sanctions, boycotts and diplomatic
efforts and was also one of the most active and
generous supporters of the liberation struggle.
Politician and prime minister Olof Palme
played a key role in ensuring that Sweden
translated expressions of solidarity into concrete
and far-reaching actions.

In February 1990, the ANC and other
organisations were unbanned, and Nelson Mandela
walked free. On 27 April 1994, millions of South
Africans voted for change. The ANC won the
election and on 10 May 1994 Nelson Mandela was
inaugurated as the first president of a democratic
South Africa.
During the transition to democracy, and once
a democratic government was in place, Sweden
continued to support many organisations working
for social justice.
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From support
to exchange
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Through art, craft, music, theatre, writing
and film projects, Swedish people and people
of Southern Africa are drawn closer together,
finding a common interest and making lasting
connections that span both art and democracy.
During the last few years, the cultural
connections and exchanges have multiplied, with
deepened collaborations in literature, poetry and
children’s theatre. Sustainable fashion actors and
art collectives have continued cooperation with
Sweden, including those that combine the arts
and activism to work for social justice.
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Official Swedish assistance to to the ANC ended
on 27 January 1994. Swedish governments had
over the years disbursed some 2.5 billion SEK
(USD 4.18 – 2021 value) in support of the South
African liberation struggle.
After apartheid was abolished and the ANC
won the 1994 election, humanitarian aid shifted
to development cooperation. Sweden’s assistance
to South Africa has now been phased out and
cooperation continues through increased trade,
political cooperation, and student exchange at
institutions of higher learning. Sweden has large
companies such as ABB, Atlas Copco, Ericsson,
Scania and Tetra Pak established in the country.
South Africa provides Sweden with food such
as fruit and industrial products.
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Solidarity
today
In some areas, activists in South Africa and
Sweden have different focus. In South Africa,
youth unemployment, gender-based violence
and access to quality education are top
priorities. While these are still relevant for
Swedish activists, fighting climate change takes
precedence. Still, there are plenty of overlapping
areas, including egalitarianism, quality education,
gender equality, and social, economic and
environmental sustainability.
The exchange of views has also intensified
through social media platforms where there
are few if any obstacles to initiate collaboration
on activism and art projects – and everything
in between.

In South Africa activism has always been a popular
mode of fighting injustice, with the struggle
against apartheid being the most famous example.
Young activists in South Africa are confronting the
status quo that disproportionally affects women,
girls, LGBTQI+ youth, those living in poverty, and
previously marginalised communities.
Nelson Mandela may be South Africa’s
best-known activist, but a lot of people are
now able to stand on his shoulders and make
their voices heard.

’International solidarity
means to me a deeper
understanding of community.’
Nadine Cloete, independent filmmaker, South Africa.
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