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Artboard 1               70cm x 100 cm Artboard 2               70cm x 100 cm Artboard 3               70cm x 100 cm Artboard 4               70cm x 100 cm

This year we celebrate 50 years of 
Alfie Atkins. He’s one of Sweden’s 
most beloved children’s book 
characters, attracting millions of 
readers all over the world. Gunilla 
Bergström’s books about Alfie’s 
everyday life and adventure are 
as popular now as when they were 
first released decades ago. Many 
who grew up reading Alfie Atkins 

books have gotten to experience 
the stories anew by sharing them 
with their children and even 
grandchildren. Alfie is not a 
superhero or a fairy tale figure  
– he is ordinary kid, just like his 
readers. And perhaps that’s why  
he has become such a cherished 
part of our childhoods. 

50 years! 
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While Bergström was working on 
her 1971 debut, Mias pappa flyttar, 
another story idea came to her:  
a little boy who did not want to go 
to bed. That story would be released 

in Sweden the following year as 
the picture book Good Night, Alfie 
Atkins (God natt, Alfons Åberg).  
And the rest is children’s-book 
history. 

The first Alfie book
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Alfie around 
the world
Over the years, the Alfie Atkins books have been translated into 
almost 40 languages and dialects. And nearly 10 million copies of 
the books have been printed worldwide!

Arabic: Burhan
Chinese: 阿尔菲·沃贝里
Dutch: Alfons Alfrink
Finnish: Mikko Mallikas
French: Alphonse Aubert
German: Willi Wiberg
Icelandic: Einar Askell

Latin: Alphonse Amnimontane
Norwegian: Albert Åberg
Polish: Albert Albertson
Portuguese: Alho Åberg
Russian: Аксель Оберг
Somali: Guuled
Spanish: Alfonso

Alfie’s original Swedish name is Alfons Åberg. But do you know what 
Alfie is called around the world? Here are some examples!
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Reality is 
magic enough
’I don’t know about fantasy or crime 
stories… for me, reality is magic 
enough! I want to tell true stories 
about real people. Because even in 
the midst of everyday life, there is 
amazement, trembling, a sudden belly 
laugh and “Eternal Questions”… Life is 
an incomparable riddle!’

Bergström wrote and illustrated 
around 40 children’s books.  
Her signature collage technique  
was ground breaking in the  
world of children’s literature  
and is still a source of  

inspiration for illustrators today.  
In addition to her literary output,  
she co-wrote songs with Georg 
Riedel and worked with both 
children’s theatre and animated 
films. Her work garnered dozens of 
awards, including a Swedish Grammy 
and a medal from both the King of 
Sweden and the government.

Photo: Jörn H Moen 
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Get to know  
Alfie Atkins
An ordinary boy who lives with his dad 
in a suburb – some where in the world. 
He’s not big. He’s not strong. And he 
doesn’t fight either! He’s happy and 
mischievous but can also be jealous, 
cranky and afraid of ghosts.

Here are Alfie Atkins and his friends. 
Alfie thinks it’s great to play with 
Victor, although sometimes they 
argue, like when they both want the 
BIGGEST bun … or they both want 
to pretend to be the train driver.  
But they always make up! Milly can 
do a lot of fun things: make faces, 
build forts, play circus. And she has a 
heart of gold! Hamdi is the same age 
as Alfie and lives in the house across 
the way. He’s terrific at football. 
Superfast! And Alfie also has a secret 
friend that only he can see, Malcolm.

Alfie’s dad – Daddy Atkins – is 
named Bertil. He is a little scatter-
brained and maybe a bit lazy. He likes 
to watch TV and read the newspaper.  
But sometimes he forgets that he is 
a grown-up and invents games and 
mischief with Alfie. Grandma likes to 
play games with Alfie and serves buns 
and cookies when he comes to visit. 
Aunt Fifi is always extra kind to Alfie 
and thinks it’s fun to throw big parties!
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Movies, music  
and beyond
Alfie Atkins exists in more than 
just the world of books. To start, 
there have been two beloved TV 
series, the first from the 1980s-90s 
and the second from 2014. Alfie’s 
first feature film was released in 
2013, based on the book Hocus 
Pocus Alfie Atkins (Hokus pokus, 
Alfons Åberg!). It includes music by 
Scandinavian artists like Ane Brun 
and Timbuktu. Older Alfie Atkins 
songs and melodies were composed 
by Georg Riedel, who also wrote the 
music for the Pippi Longstocking 
films. Most recently, Alfie’s 50-
year anniversary is marked with 
the launch of ‘bookfilms’, a new 
storytelling concept developed and 
directed by Oscar-nominee Tomas 
Alfredson. Over the years, Alfie 
Atkins has appeared on countless 
stages around the world in musicals, 
puppet theatre and plays. There 
are also several exhibitions and 
interactive play environments,  

not to mention Alfie’s popularity  
in the digital world with gaming apps 
and award-winning audiobooks.  
And you can even visit Alfie’s  
home at the Alfie Atkins Cultural 
Centre (Alfons Åbergs Kulturhus) 
in Gothenburg, Sweden!
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Daddy hugs Alfie. 
And Malcolm, 
Alfie’s secret friend, 
also gets a hug! 
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Hamdi, Alfie’s friend, 
is brilliant at football. 
Really fast! 
They play constantly, 
every day.
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That afternoon they take the bus home. 
Daddy wants to sit beside Alfie.
But he can’t.
“Because that’s Malcolm’s place,”says Alfie.
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Shhh! Quiet! 
It looks like 
Alfie’s falling 
asleep. 

Yes, look, he’s 
sleeping …
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Alfie’s going to babysit and be so good. 
He’s going to sing for Tiny Tot 
and read stories!
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Alfie asks the scouts in his kingdom 
if they will share the bun with those
who are hungry.
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Look! Alfie has made cable 
cars out of boxes for the toys. 
What fun!
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Alfie Atkins is a flying ghost on 
his way to alien planets.
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Alternative A - Using 3 modules
Top view

The module exhibition does not require you to place 
anything in a specific order except Artboard 3 and 4 
which need to be placed next to each other. 
The only part that has to be included is the first Artboard 
(Three cheers for Alfie Atkins with the logos).
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Three Cheers For Alfie Atkins
Alternative B
Top view

The modules can also stand like this.
The module exhibition does not require you to place 
anything in a specific order except Artboard 3 and 4 
which need to be placed next to each other. 
The only part that has to be included is the first Artboard 
(Three cheers for Alfie Atkins with the logos).


