
Our emissions 
are your emissions. 
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Sweden is committed to have zero net 
emissions greenhouse gases to the 
atmosphere by 2045.
In 2017, parliament decided to introduce 
the most important climate reform in 
Sweden’s history. 



A climate policy framework 
to make us all think outside the box.
The world is brimming with creative solutions. It's time 
to unlock them. It's time to harness the science and 
implement sharp ideas at warp speed. It's time to roll up 
our sleeves and pave new ways forward together. Spurred 
on by the next generation, Sweden’s climate policy 
framework aims to: 

• Create order and stability in climate policy.

• Provide business and society with long-term 
conditions to implement the transition needed to 
address the challenge of climate change.

• Set out implementation of the Paris Agreement in 
Sweden. The climate policy is a key component of 
Sweden’s efforts to comply with the agreement.



Historic 
framework for 
a better future.

New climate goals

A climate act

A climate 
policy council
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A climate act to make 
governments take action.
Sweden has unique legislation that obligates all 
governments – today and in the future – to pursue a 
climate policy based on the goals adopted by parliament.

• All governments must provide clear reports on how 
work to achieve the goals is progressing, and an 
independent climate policy council will review how 
well the overall policy meets the climate goals. 

• Every fourth year, the government is required to draw 
up a climate policy action plan to describe how the 
climate goals are to be achieved.

• The Climate Act entered into force on 1 January 2018.



The climate policy framework contains several climate goals to help reduce emissions. The goals 
exceed Sweden’s required emission reductions under the coming EU Effort Sharing Regulation by far.

*The emissions covered are mainly from transport, machinery, small industrial and energy plants, housing and agriculture. These 
emissions are not included in the European Union Emissions Trading System, which covers most of the emissions from industry, 
electricity and district heating output, as well as flights departing from and arriving in the European Economic Area (EEA).

2030

Emissions in Sweden in the sectors that will be covered 
by the EU Effort Sharing Regulation* should be at least 
63 percent lower than in 1990, out of which 8 percent 
may achieved through supplementary measures.

Emissions from domestic transport, excluding domestic 
aviation, will be reduced by at least 70 percent 
compared with 2010.

2045

Zero net emissions of greenhouse 
gases. Negative emissions 
thereafter.**

Emissions from activities in 
Sweden at least 85 percent lower 
in 2045 compared to 1990.***

2040

Emissions in Sweden in the sectors 
that will be covered by the EU Effort 
Sharing Regulation* should be at 
least 75 percent lower than in 1990, 
out of which 2 percent may achieved 
through supplementary measures.

**Negative emissions will mean that Sweden overall helps to reduce the amount 
of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. That is, the amount of greenhouse gases 
emitted by Sweden is less than the amount of greenhouse gases reduced through 
the natural ecocycle, or through climate projects pursued by Sweden abroad. 

***The remaining 15 percent can be achieved through supplementary measures 
such as increased carbon sequestration in forest and land, carbon capture and 
storage technologies (CCS) and emission reduction efforts outside of Sweden. 

New ambitious climate goals 
to speed the green transition.



A climate policy council 
to guarantee we walk the talk.
The Climate Policy Council is an independent, 
interdisciplinary expert body tasked with evaluating 
how well the government’s overall policy aligns with 
the climate goals established by parliament and the 
government. Council members must have high scientific 
competence within climate, climate policy, economics 
and social science. Within the mandate framework, the 
council shall:

• Evaluate whether the focus of relevant policy areas 
contributes to or counteracts the potential for 
achieving the climate goals.

• Highlight the effects of agreed, proposed instruments 
from a broad societal perspective.

• Identify policy areas that require further action.

• Analyse how to achieve short- and long-term targets 
cost-effectively. 

• Evaluate the bases and models on which the 
government builds its policy.
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In essence, a policy framework 
helps drive long-term change.
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Sweden’s climate policy framework is having an impact, as seen 
in the charts above. Even if there's a long way to go, we’re on the 
right track towards fulfilling our mission – zero net emissions of 
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere, and a better life for all.

And it seems like we’re on the right track.

m
 to

nn
es

 o
f c

ar
bo

n 
di

ox
id

e 
eq

ui
va

le
nt

s

90,0

80,0

70,0

60,0

50,0

40,0

30,0

20,0

10,0

0,0

19
90

20
00

20
10

20
20

20
30

20
40

25 m tonnes

m
 to

nn
es

 o
f c

ar
bo

n 
di

ox
id

e 
eq

ui
va

le
nt

s

19
90

20
00

20
10

20
20

20
30

20
40

33 m tonnes



Biological hydrogen – coming soon
These are special microbes doing an extra-special job. When added to wastewater from food processing 
and pulp and paper plants they generate bio-based hydrogen gas – a clean energy source with a big role 
to play in the sustainable transformation. The microbes act by converting carbohydrates like lactose and 
hemicellulose into biological hydrogen. Scientists at Research Institutes of Sweden (RISE) carefully select 
the microorganisms for their unique properties. Bio-hydrogen production, currently at pilot stage, is now 
ramping up towards industrial scale in collaboration with industry and academic partners. Just one of 
many ways to pioneer the possible.




